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EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 
The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Sen- 
ate a message from the President of the United 
States, transmitting a report of the Secretary of 


i} 


transmitting a report dated 9th instant, with the 
accompanying papers received from the Secretary 


| of State, in compliance with the requirements of 


State, in compliance with the requirements of the | 


-jxteenth and eighteenth sections of the act to 
regulate the diplomauc and consular systems of 
te United States, approved August 18, 1856; 
which was referred to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations, and ordered to be printed. 

The VICE PRESIDENT also laid before the 
S-nate a message from the President of the United 
States, recommending that Captain John Rodgers, 

the Navy, receive a vote of thanks from Con- 

ess for the eminent skilland gallantry exhibited 
by him in the engagement with the rebel armed 
iron-clad steamer Fingal, alias Atlanta, while he 
was in command of the United States iron-clad 
steamer Weehawken, and alse for his zeal, bra- 
very, and general good conduct on many occa- 
sious. ‘This recommendation is made in compli- 


anee with the ninth section of the act of July 16, | 


1862, which enacts that any line officer of the 
Navy or Marine corps may be advanced one 
rade, if, upon the recommendation of the Presi- 
dent by mame, he receives the thanks of Congress 
for highly distinguished conduct in conflict with 
the ene my, or for extraordinary heroism in the 
line of his profession. 

The message was referred to the Committee on 
Naval Affairs. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION. 

Several messages of an executive character 
were received from the President of the United 
States, by Mr. Nicoxay, his Secretary. 

On motion of Mr. LANE, of Kansas, the Sen- 
ate proceeded co the consideration of executive 
business; and after some time engaged therein the 
doors were reopened, and the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuespay, December 15, 1863. 
The House met at twelve o’clock,m. Prayer 
by the Chaplain, Rev. W. H. Cuannina. 
The Journal of yesterday was read andapproved. 
MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT. 
Several messages in writing were received from 
the President of the United States, by Mr. Nic- 
oar, his Private Secretary. 
COMMITTEE ON RULES. 
The SPEAKER 


reason why his name appears first on the com- 
mittee is because the House so ordered it, and not 
of his own volition. 

The committee is as follows: The Speaker, 
Messrs: Wasuburne of Illinois, MaLiory, Lir- 
TLEJOHN, and Cox. 


VOTE OF THANKS TO CAPTAIN RODGERS. 
_ The SPEAKER laid before the House the fol- 


lowing message from the President of the United 
States: 
To the Sehate and House of Representatives : 

In conformity to the law of the 16th July, 1862, [ most 
cordially recommend that Captain John Rodgers, United 
Stites Navy, receive a vote of thanks from Congress for the 
eminent skill and gallantry exbibited by him in the engage- 
tuent With the rebel armed iron-clad steamer Fingal, alias 
Avianta, while in command of the United States iron-clad 
steamer Weehawken, which led to her capture on the 17th 


June, 1863, and also for the zeal, bravery, and general good | 
conduct shown by this officer on many occasions. This | 


recommendation is specially made in order to comply with 
the requirements of the ninth section of the aforesaid act, 
whieh is in the following words, namely: 

* That any line officer of the Navy or Marine corps may 
he advanced one grade, if, upon recommendation of the 
President by name, he receives the thanks of Congress for 
highly distinguished conduct in conflict with the enemy, 
Or tor extraordinary heroism in the line of his profession.” 

: ABRAHAM LINCOLN. 

Wasuineton, D, C., December 8, 1863. 

_The message was referred to the Committee on 
Naval Affairs, and ordeved to be printed. 


DIPLOMATIC AND CONSULAR REPORT, 


The SPEAKER also laid before the House a 
message from the President of the United States, 
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The Chair announces the | 
committee on rules, and desires to state that the | 





ment, be referred to the Committee of Ways and Means. 


the sixteenth and eighteenth seetions af the act 
entitled **An act to regulate the diplomatic and 
consular systems of the United States,’’ approved 
August 18, 1856; which were referred to the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs, and ordered to be 
printed. 
PUBLIC PRINTING. | 
The SPEAKER also laid before the House 
letters from the Superintendent of Public Print- 
ing, submitting estimates of additional appropri- 
ations for public printing, binding, &c., for the" 
year ending June 30, 1864; which were referred 
to the Committee of Ways and Means, and or- 
dered to be printe d, 
THOMAS COTTMAN. 
The SPEAKER. The Chair finds on his table 


a communication dated ‘* Washington city,’’ 
signed by J. L. Riddell, not as Governor, but as 
Governor elect, of Louisiana, transmitting the 
resignation of Thomas Cottman as member of 
Congress. The Chair does no: see the name of 
Thomas Cottman on the list of members. 

Mr. STEVENS. I move that the communi- 
cation be not received. 

Mr. COX. I move that it be referred to the 
Committee of Elections. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will not submit 
the paper. He merely presents it for the inform- 
ation of the House. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 
The SPEAKER stated the business in order to 


be the call of committees for reports, beginning 
with the Committee of Elections. 


INVALID PENSION BILL. 

Mr. STEVENS, from the Committee of Ways 
and Means, reported a bill making appropriations 
for the payment of invalid and other pensions of 
the United States for the year ending June 30, 
1865; which was read a first and secoud time, 


| referred to the Committee of the Whole on the 
| state of the Union, and ordered to be printed. 


MILITARY ACADEMY BILL. 


Mr.STEVENS also, from the same committee, 
reported a bill making appropriations for the sup- 
ort of the Military Academy for the year ending 
an 30, 1865; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, and ordered to be printed. 


REFERENCE OF PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE. 
Mr. STEVENS also, from the same committee, | 
reported the following resolutions: 


Resolved, ‘That so much of the annual message of the | 


President of the United States to the two Houses of Con- || 
| gress atthe present session, together with the accompany- 


ing documents, as relates to the fiuanees, to the deficiencies | 
in the revenues of the Post Office Department, to the re- 
ceipts into the Treasury, and public expenditures, the or 
ganization of banking institutions, and provision for a uni- 
form currency, to the provision of additional revenue, to 
taxing consuls residing abroad, and the ways and means for 
supporting and meeting all public liabilities of the Govern- 


Resolved, That so much of said message and accompany 
ing documents as relates tv commerce be referred to the | 
Commitiee on Commerce. | 

Resolved, That so much of said message and accompany- | 
ing documents as relates to the public domain be referred 


Resolved, Thatso much of said message and accompany- 


i 7 ” e s 8 ‘ia ‘3 2g iec . > a } . 
ing documents as relates to the subject of telegraplis, and || a substitute for the last resolution. 


to the Post Office Department, be referred to the Committee | 
on the Post Office and Post Roads. | 
Resolved, Thatso much of said message and accompany- | 
ing documents as relates to the Constitution and laws of | 
the United States, and judicial proceedings, be referred to | 
tha Committee on the Judiciary. | 
Resolwed, Thatso much of said message and accompany- 
ing documents as relates to the public expenditures be re- 
ferred to the Committee on Public Expenditures. 
Resolved, Thatso much of said message and accompany 
ing documents as relates to agricutture and the Department 
of Agriculture he referred to the Committee on Agriculture. 
Resolved, That so much of said message and accompany 
ing documents as relates to our intercourse with the Indian 
tribes and to remodeling the whole Indian system, be re 
ferred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 
Resolved, That so much of said message and accompany 





ing documents as relates to tie Army of the United States, 
the exchange of prisoners, to additional provisions for the 
enrolling and calling out the national forees, and to coast 
and lake defenses, be referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. y 

Resolved, Thatso much of said message and accompany 
ingdocumeuts as relates to the Navy of the United States be 
reterred to the Committee on Naval Affairs 

Resolved, That so much of said message as relates to our 
foreign affairs, together with the accompanying ¢ orrespond 
ence in relation thereto, be referred to the Commitwe on 
Foreign Affairs 

Resolved, Thatso much of said message and accompany 
ing documents as relates to the ‘Territories of the United 
Suites be referred to the Committee on Territones. 

Resolved, Thatso much of said message and accompany 
ing documents as relates to pensions and the Pension Bu 
reau be referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Resolved, That so much of said message and accompany- 
ing documents as relates to the expenditures in connection 
with the State Department be referred to the Commitce 
ou Expenditures in the State Department. 

Resolved, That so inuch of said message and accompany 
ing documents as relates to expenditures in connection 
with the ‘Treasury Department be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Expenditures in the Treasury Department. 

Resolved, That so much of said message and accompany- 
ing documents as relates to expenditures in connection 
with the War Department be reterred to the Conumittee 
on Expenditures in the War Deparunent. 

Resolved, Thatsomuch of said message and accompany 
ing documents as relates to expenditures In connection 
with the Navy Department be referred to the Committee 
on Expenditures in the Navy Department. 

Resolved, Vhat so mucliol said message and accompany 
ing documeuts as relates tothe expenditures in connection 
with the Post Office Department be referred to the Com 
mittee on Expenditures in the Post Office Department. 

Resolved, ‘That somuchoft said message and accompany- 
ing documents as relates to the militia be referred to the 
Committee on the Militia. 

Resolved, That so much of said message as relates to a 
Pacifie railroad be reterred toa special committee of thir- 
teen, to be appointed by the Speaker. to whiel committee 
all documents and resolutions in relation to Pacitie rail 
roads shall be reterred. 

Resolved, Thatsomuchof said message and accompany 
ing documents as relates to roads and canals be reterred to 
the Committee on Roads and Canals. 

Resolved, ‘Vhatsomuchef said message and accompany 
ing documents as relates to any arrangement for the treed 
people be referred to the seleet committee of nine ordered 


| by the House on the 14th instant. 


Resolved, Thatso much of the President’s message as ix 
contained in the proclamation, and as refers to the condi 
tion and treatment of the rebellious States, be referred toa 
special committee of nine, to be appointed by the Speaker, 


Mr. COX. I have an amendment to offer to 
those resolutions. 
The SPEAKER. They will be open to amend- 


; ment unless the previous question be moved. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Maryland. 


I do not design 


| to interfere with the right of the gentleman from 


Ohio, but I wish to make a suggestion to the chair- 


| man of the Committee of Ways and Means, 


which, I am sure, he will allow me todo, 

Mr. COX. Certainly. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Maryland. I desire to ask 
the chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Means whether he will accept as a substitute for 
the last resolution an amendment which points 
more directly to the purpose that he has in view. 

The amendment was read, as follows: 

That so much of the President’s message as relates to 
the duty of the United States ta guaranty a republican 
form of government to the States in which the governments 
recognized by the United States bave been abrogated a 
overthrown, be referred to « select committee of nine, to 


|} benamed by the Speaker; whichshall report the bills neces 


sary and proper for carrying into execution the foregoing 


|} guarantee, 


Mr. STEVENS. Although I cannot accept 


the amendment, on account of reporting the reso- 


| lutions from a committee, if the gentleman moves 


to the Committee on Public Lands. || itas a substitute I shall not object to it, 


Mr. DAVIS, of Maryland. Then I offer it as 


Mr. MALLORY. Itseemstome,Mr.Speaker, 


that the two propositions look to two distinet 


| things, and I see no reason why both cannot be 
| entertained. The resolution reported by the chair- 
| man of the Committee of Ways and Means eon- 


templates one thing; that of the gentleman from 
Maryland another. One committee is to take 
cognizance ef one matter, and the other commit- 
tee ofa totally distinct nvatter, 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks that the 
amendment is germane to the original resolution. 
The one refers to the condition and treatment ot 


| the rebel States; the other refers to the fact that 
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the governments recognized by the Government 
of the United States have been abrogated or over- 
thrown. The verbiage is different, but the Chair 
thinks that the subject-maffer is the same. 

Mr. BROOKS. The essential difference be- 
tween the two propositions I take to be this: the 
first proposition leaves it to the discretion of the 
committee to take what action it may deem proper. 
It is optional to it to reporta bill or not. If it 
find that a republican form of government does 
not exist in some of the States, it may report the 
necessary bill. The substitute, as | understand 
it, proposes special instructions that this commit- 
tee shall report some bill. Ido not know what 
object the gentleman from Maryland has in view. 
1 shall be happy to hear from him, and will give 
way to him for an explanation, 


Mr. DAVIS, of Maryland. The object which | 


I had in view in submitting the resolution asa 
substitute for that proposed by the Committee of 
Ways and Means was simply this: the language 
of the resolution reported by the Committee of 
Ways and Means is very general, and perhaps 
does not point precisely to the object the gentle- 
man who drew ithad in his own mind. It would 
cover the whole subject of the war. So much, I 
think it says in substance, of the President’s mes- 
sage as relates to the condition and treatment of 
the rebel States shall be referred to a select com- 
mittee. Whatdoes not relate to the condition and 
treatmentof the rebel States? Itincludesthe con- 


duct of the war; the treatment of the people not || 


in arms in the rebellious districts, and the policy 
the military governors shall pursue; it includes, 
ina word, the whole treatment of the States which 
are the theater of the rebellion, 

I take it that that was not what the Committee 
of Ways and Means contemplated. I presume 
they intended to point to what, in the very inac- 


curate phraseology of the day, is known as the | 


question of reconstruction, 
Now, as I think there has been no destruction 


of the Union, no breaking up of the Government, | 


1 carefully avoid the use of any such word. The 


fact, as well as the constitutional view of the con- | 


diuon of affairs in the States enveloped by the 
rebellion, is that a force has overthrown, or the 
people, in a moment of madness, have abrogated 
the governments which existed in those States, 
under the Constitution, and were recognized by 
the United States prior to the breaking out of the 
rebellion, 

The Government of the United States is cn- 
gaged in twooperations. One is the suppression 


of armed resistance to the supreme authority of 


the United States, and which is endeavoring to 
suppress that opposition by arms. Another—a 


very delicate aud perhaps as high a duty—is to || 


see, When armed resistance shall be removed, that 
governments shall be restored in those States re- 
publican in their form, 

The substitute that I offer points the investi- 
gation of the committee to that one point, using 
carefully the language of the Constitution through- 
out—** thatso much of the President’s message as 
relates to the duty of the United States to guaranty 
republican forms of governmentin those States in 
which governments recognized previously by the 
United States have been abrogated or overturned, 
be referred toaselect committee, whose duty itshall 
be to report such bills asare necessary and proper 
to carry into execution the foregoing guarantees,”’ 
It is not intended, as the gentleman from New 
York [Mr. Brooks] apparently supposes, as a 
peremptory instruction to the committee to report 
any parucular measure. There is no measure 
which has been indicated that the resolution pro- 
poses they shall report; nor are they instructed 
necessarily to report any bill; but it is taken for 
granted, when a matter of that kind within the 
legitimate sphere of the legislation of Congress is 
referred to a committee, they will report such 
measures relative to the subject as their wisdom 
shall dictate. That isall that is contemplated by 
this resolution. 

Mr.BROOKS. AsI now understand the gen- 
tleman from Maryland—so far as I do understand 
him—! am much more disposed to follow the lead 
of the gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Sre- 
VENS,] who introduced the original resolution, 
rather than the lead of the gentleman from Mary- 
land. 1 think his formula is a better one, In 
this particular condition of the House, | am op- 
posed to the construction of a special committee 


|| Maryland s 





jut if the epee of the gentleman from 


posed to add that this committee be instructed to 
inquirealso whether republican governments have 
not been abrogated and overturned north of the 
Potomac as well as south of the Potomac since 
| this revolution began. 
| A Memper. That is right. 
| Mr. BROOKS. 1am not disposed, however, 
to enter into any controversy on this subject at 
this early period of the session; but I repeat that 
| it seems wiser for us at this point oa at this 
| hour to follow the lead of the chairman of the 





Committee of Ways and Means, and leave the 
whole broad subject untrammeled to the inves- 
tigation of that committee on the principles he 
| stated, rather than to instruct, or seem to instruct 
by the use of the word ‘‘shall,’’ the committee to 
report any series of measures. 


Mr. LOVEJOY. Mr. Speaker, I do not know 


that this subject is to be discussed, but I think | 


that we ought to congratulate ourselves that, de- 
spite the effort of certain individuals, there is for- 


tunately a republican government in the States | 


north of the Potomac, and that there likely will 
continue to be without infringement or abatement. 


| | think that the gentleman from New York can 


set his heart at ease on that point, it having been 
settled by the recent elections. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, I do not know that this is 
the point to take our departure one way or the 
other; still, so far as | have heard the debate, I 
shall follow the lead of the gentleman from Mary- 
land, (Mr. Davis,] unless I take it myself. 
{Laughter.] At any rate, I shall follow the prin- 


ciples indicated by his resolution, and the remarks | 


with which he has accompanied it. Ido not be- 
lieve, strictly speaking, that there are any rebel 
States; I know that there are States which rebels 
have taken possession of and overthrown the le- 


understood him, that those governments still re- 
main; and that as soon as we can get possession 
of them we will breathe into them the spirit of 
republican life—a free soul once again. Iam for 
the Constitution as it is and the Union as it was. 
{Laughter.] Yes, | am for the Constitution as 
itis, and notas it has been falsely interpreted, 
| and for the Union as it was before it was taken 
possession of by slaveholding tyrants, as the 
steamer Chesapeake recently has been by pirates. 
| Lwanttodispossessthe ship of State of her piratical 
crew, and to put in their place loyal men, to sail 
her as our forefathers sailed the old Union. That 
is what | want. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. Are the res- 
olutions open to amendment? 

The SPEAKER. They are. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I desire to 
move an additional resolution when the call for 
| the previous question has been voted down. 

The SPEAKER. It is in order to call for the 
previous question on asingle resolution or amend- 
ment, The previous question has not yet been 
called for. 


move my additional resolution. 

Mr. COX. I have a chance at that first. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ohio 
indicated a like intent. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. The gen- 
tleman seems to be behindhand this morning. 

Mr. COX. I yielded to the gentleman from 
Maryland out of courtesy. 

The question recurred on the amendment of Mr. 
Davis, of Maryland, and ona division there were 
—ayes 80, noes 74. 

Mr. STILES demanded the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The vote was taken, and it was decided in the 
affirmative—yeas 91, nays 80; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Alley, Allison, Ames, Anderson, Ar- 
nold, Ashley, John D. Baldwin, Baxter, Beaman, Blaine, 
Blow, Boyd, Brandegee, Broomall, Ambrose W. Clark, 
Freeman Clarke, Cobb, Cole, Creswell, Henry Winter 
Davis, Thomas T’.. Davis, Dawes, Deming, Dixon, Ddn- 
nelly, Driggs, Dumont, Eckley, Eliot, Farusworth, Fenton, 
Frank, Garfield, Gooch, Grinnel:, Higby, Hooper, Uotch- 
kiss, Asahel W. Hubbard, John H. Hubbard, Hulburd, 
Jenckes, Julian, Kelley, Francis W. Kellogg, Orlando 
Kellogg, Loan, Longyear, Lovejoy, Marvin, McBride, Mc- 
Clurg, MeIndoe, Samuel F. Miller, Moorhead, Morrill, 
Daniel Morris, Amos Myers, Leonard Myers, Norton, 
Charles O'Neill, Orth, Patterson, Perham, Pike, Pomeroy, 
Price, Alexander H. Rice, John H. Rice, Edward H. Rol- 
lins, Schenck, Scofield, Shannon, Sloan, Smithers, Spauld- 








iall be persisted in, I should be dis- | 


gitimate governments for the time being; and I || 
| hold, with the gentleman from Maryland, as I | 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I will now | 
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ing, Stevens, Thayer, Thomas, Van Valkenburgh, Elily 
B. Washburne, William B. Washburn, Webster, Whale, 
Williams, Wilder, Wilson, Windom, and Woodbridge—9|’ 

NAYS—Messrs. James C. Allen, William J. Allen, An- 
cona, Baily, Augustus C. Baldwin, Jacob B. Blair, Bliss 
Brooks, James 8. Brown, Chanler, Clay, Coffroth, Cox, 
Cravens, Dawson, Dennison, Eden, Edgerton, Eldridge, 
English, Finck, Ganson, Grider, Griswold, Hale, Hall, 
Harding, Harrington, Charles M. Harris, Herrick, Holman, 
Hutchins, Philip Johnson, William Johnson, Kernan, King, 
Knapp, Law, Lazear, Le Blond, Long, Mallory, Marcy, 
McAllister, McDowell, McKinney, Middleton, William i’ 
Miller, James R. Morris, Morrison, Nelson, Noble, Odell, 
John O'Neill, Pendleton, Radford, Samuel J. Randall, 
William H. Randall, Robinson, Rogers, James S. Rollins, 
Ross, Scott, Smith, Stebbins, John B. Steele, William G. 
Steele, Stiles, Strouse, Stuart, Tracy, Voorhees, Wads- 
worth, Ward, Wheeler, Chilton A. White, Joseph W, 
White, Winfield, Fernando Wood, and Yeaman—s0. 

So the amendment was adopted. 

During the roll call, 

Mr. DAWES stated that his colleague, Mr. 
BouTwE Lt, wasabsent from the House on account 
of indisposition. 

Mr. A. W. CLARK sstated that Mr. Littte- 
JOHN was still confined to his room by sickness. 

Mr. BEAMAN stated that Mr. Upson was 
detained from the House by indisposition. 

The result was then announced as above re- 
corded. 

Mr. COX. I offer the following amendment to 
come in at the close of the resolutions reported 
by the gentleman from Pennsylvania: 

Resolved, That the seven additional standing committees 
appointed under rules numbered 102 and 103 be directed 
at once to perform the duties prescribed by said rules, and 
examine into the state of the accounts and expenditures of 
the several Departments respectively submittedeto them, 
and report particularly, as specified in rule No. 103, so that 
the appointment of said committees may not become, as 
heretofore, nugatory ; and further, that, to carry into effect 
this resolution, the said committees have all the powers of 
committees of investigation. 


I ask for the reading of rule No. 103. 
The Clerk read, as follows: 


“It shall be the duty of the several Committees on Public 
Expenditures to inquire whether any offices belonging tu the 
branches or Departments, respectively, concerning whose 
expenditures it is their duty to inquire, have become use- 
less Or unnecessary ; and to report, from time to time, on the 
expediency of moditying or abolishing the same ; also, to 
examine into the pay and emoluments of all offices under 
the laws of the United States ; and to report, from time to 


| time, such a reduction or increase thereof as a just econ- 
| omy and the public service may require.”’ 


Mr. COX. Idemand the previous question on 
the amendment. 

Mr. STEVENS. I hope the gentleman will 
withdraw that for a single moment. 

Mr. COX. [f the gentleman wishes to make 
any suggestion, i withdraw it for the present. 

Ir. STEVENS. I wish to suggest that while 

probably I should not object to that resolution as 
an independent proposition—although, perhaps, 


| the latter part of it is hardly proper—yet it does 


not seem to me to be pertinent to the resolutions 


| distributing the President’s message. 1 hope the 


gentleman will withdraw itasanamendment. As 
a separate resolution | should probably have no 


| objection to it. 


Mr. COX. If the amendment of the gentleman 


| from Maryland (Mr. Davis] was pertinentat all, 


then, for a still stronger reason, this would be 
pertinent. This amendment proposes to ihstruct 
the committees to whom are referred parts of the 
message to act at once and promptly, so that their 


| appointment may be of some force and effect, and 
| it also gives them some additional powers. 


Mr. STEVENS. And then it goes on in & 


| censorious manner to say that heretofore these 


committees have been nugatory. That is what 


| Mr. Benton would have called ‘a stump speech 
| in the belly of the resolution.’’ I think that had bet- 


ter be left out, and that if the resolution is passed 
it should be passed as a separate resolution. 
Mr. COX. 1 will strike out the word * nuga- 
tory,’’ as it seems to be objectionable to the gen- 
tleman, I did not intend really to censure any 
former committees; but it has been the habit of 
the House to neglect this business year after year. 
There has been no time when it has been more 
important than it is at present to have the stand- 
ing committees of the House investigate all the 
accounts of the Departments; and they should 


have power to send for persons and papers, like 


committees of investigation, so that we may have 
some force and effect given to this valuable rule. 
I know that the gentleman from Pennsylvania 's 


| in favor of it. Ll cannot see that it disturbs his 


resolutions at all, It really carries out the inten- 
tion of his resolutions as to these committees. 
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Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I raise the 
question of order that the amendment offered by 
she centleman from Ohio is out of order, as not 
being consistent with the series of resolutions to 
distribute certain portions of the President’s mes- 
eaee, ‘This amendment has nothing whatever to 
do with that subject. : 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks the amend- 


ment is in order, for when business is sent toa 





committee. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. The reso- 


lution merely instructs the committees named to || 


do their duty. . ; 
Mr. COX. Yes; and gives them power to 
send for persons and papers. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. It assumes 


that these committees would not do their full duty | 


unless specially instructed. 

The SPEAKER. When matters are referred 
to committees it is competent for the House to 
instruct them, 


Mr. COX. I will modify my resolution by 


striking out the words ** so that the appointment 
of such committees may not become, as hereto- 
fore, nugatory.”” 


Mr. STEVENS. I hope the gentleman from | 
Ohio will also strike out the concluding part of 


hisresolution, I think it too early to begin to 
authorize committees to send for persons and pa- 
ners. If they find obstructions in their way it will 
be time enough then to give them that authority. 
We have had experience of the bad effect of this 
thing. I hope that part of the resolution will be 
stricken out; and I will have no objection to the 
rest of it. 

Mr. COX. I really think that that is the es- 
sence of the resolution. 1 want to give these 
committees power to investigate these matters. 
Let them go to the Departments, lop off these cor- 
ruptions, if there be any; and if there be none, 
there is no harmdone, Let them have power to 
investigate these matters fully, not half way. 1 
understand the gentleman from Pennsylvania to 
be in favor of the fullest investigation. These 
are not to be roving committees. 

Mr. STEVENS. 1 understand that the prop- 
osition is to give these committees authority to 
send for persons and papers. I have no objection 
to the fullestexamination. If it be necessary for 
the committees to have this authority, they can 
come here and ask for it; but I think that at pres- 
et it is better not to give it. 


Mr. COX. I would like to oblige the gentle- | 


man from Pennsylvania in that regard, but I 
would rather withdraw the resolution at once. 
Mr. STEVENS. Well, I shall be obliged to 
vote against it, 
Mr. COX. Linsiston my resolution; and move 
the previous question on its adoption. 


The previous question was seconded, and the 


main question ordered; and, under its operation, 
the amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. COX moved to reconsider the vote by || 


which the amendment was agreed to; and also 


moved to lay the motion to reconsider on the table. || 


The latter motion was agreed to. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I move the 
following as an amendment, and move the pre- 
vious question on the whole series: 

Resolved, That so much of the President’s message as 


refers to foreign imuuigration be referred to a select com- 
mittee, to consist of five members. 


The previous question was seconded, and the | 


main question ordered; and under its operation 
theamendment was agreed to; and the resolutions, 
as amended, were adopted. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois, moved to re- 
consider the vote by which the resolutions were 
agreed to; and also moved to lay the motion to 
reconsider on the table. 


The latter motion was agreed to. 
CAPTAIN M. M. HAWS. 


Mr. ELIOT asked and obtained leave to have 
Withdrawn from the files of the House, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Naval Affairs, the 
papers in the case of Captain M. M. Haws. 


MAJOR GENERAL BLUNT’S REPORT. 

; Mr. BOYD, from the Committee on Indian Af- 
airs, reported the following resolution; which was 
read, considered, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That th President of the United States be re- 
(Uested to furnish to Congress, if in his opinion it is com- 
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patible with the public interest, a copy of the report of Major 
General Blunt, filed by Gilpatrick, on the matter of pecu 
lating from the Government in the subsistence, clothing, 
and transporting the refugee Indians. 

REPORT OF GENERAL MCLELLAN. 


The SPEAKER stated that the next business 
in order was the consideration of the following 


| resolution, offered yesterday by Mr. Cox, and 
laid over under the rule: 
committee the House is competent to instruct that || 


Resoived, That the Seeretary of War be directed to com 


|} municate to this House the report made by Major General | 


George B. McClellan concerning the organization and op- 
erations of the army of the Potomac while under his com 


mand, and of all Army operations while he was com- | 


mander-in-chief. 


Mr. COX moved the previous question. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered; and, under its operation, 
the resolution was adopted. 


Mr. COX moved to reconsider the vote by 


which the resolution was adopted; and also moved 
to lay the motion to reconsider on the table. 

‘ry’ : 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


MASSACIIUSETTS CONTESTED ELECTION. 


Mr. DAWES presented the memorial of George 


|S. Sleeper, contesting the seat in this House of 


Alexander H. Rice as a Representative in the 
Thirty-Eighth Congress of the third district of 
Massachusetts; which, together with all papers 
on file relating to said contest, was referred to the 


| Committee of Elections. 


CALL OF STATES. 


The SPEAKER. The business in order is the 


call of the States and Territories for resolutions, 
commencing with the State of Illinois. 


DISTRIBUTION OF DOCUMENTS. 


Mr. J.C. ALLEN submitted the following res- | 


| olution: 


Resolved, That all public documents of which extra cop 


| jes have been ordered to be printed for distribution, and 


which have not been delivered to the persons entitled there 
to under the resolution of the last House of Representatives, 
shall now be delivered by the officer having possession of 
the same to the Representatives in this House of those 
districts whose former Representatives have not drawn the 
documents to which such districts were respectively enti 
tled according to the rate of distribution established. 


The resolution was adopted. 
CLERK TO DISTRICT COMMITTEE, 


Mr. LOVEJOY submitted the following reso- 


lution: 


Resolved, That the Committee for the District of Celum- 
bia be authorized to employ a clerk, with a compensation | 


of four dollars a day, during the time he is actually em- 
ployed. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. I will simply say that I am 
unanimously instructed by the Committee for the 
District of Columbia to report that resolution, 
asking for authority to employ a clerk. The 
committee so instructed me ata meeting held this 
morning. 


The House is already aware that this commit- 


tee has the entire supervision of the business of 


this District, local as well as general—the sewer- || 


age of the streets, and everything. If members 
have read the report of the Secretary of the Inte- 
rior, they will have noticed that there are a great 


many important subjects of legislation recom- | 
mended by that officer to be attended to by this | 
House, and which must of course come before it | 
| through this committee. | 


Mr. HOLMAN. I wish to inquire of the gen- 
tleman from Illinois whether it has been usual for 
this committee to employ a clerk—whether they 
had authority to employ one in the last Con- 
gress? 

Mr. LOVEJOY. They have asked fora clerk 
for several sessions, but it has not been accorded 
them. 


Mr. HOLMAN. I move that the resolution be | 


laid on the table. 


_ The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Illinois 
is entitled to the floor, and the motion is not, | 


therefore, in order. 


Mr. LOVEJOY. The gentleman, I think, is 


a little hasty. I simply wish to state these facts, 
' 


and that it is the unanimous request of the com- 
mittee. There are some members of the present 


| committee who have been members of it hereto- 


fore. The gentleman from New York [Mr. 


STEELE] was a member of the committee in the | 
| last Congress, and he is decidedly of the opinion 
that we actually and honestly need a clerk, 1 | 
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demand the previous question on the adopuon of 
the resolution, 

Mr. HOLMAN. I now move to lay the reso- 
lution on the table. 

Mr. ASHLEY. I ask the gentleman to with- 
draw that motion fora moment. 

Mr. HOLMAN. LI will withdraw it if the gen- 
tleman will renew it. 

Mr. ASHLEY. I will. [have served on this 
committee in a former Congress, and, although I 
am not now a member of it, | desire to say to the 
House what must be apparent to every gentleman 
of experience here, that every member of Con- 
gress, or at least of this House, ought to havea 


j clerk. [Laughter.] It is impossible for a man 


to do his business at all here, attend to his com- 
mittee duties, and answer the letters of his con- 
stituents, and much less can a committee of this 
importance getalong withoutaclerk. The Com- 
mittee for the District of Columbia ought not to 
be required to get along without one, and I hope 
the request of the gentleman from Illinois will at 
once be granted. In accordance with my prom- 
ise, | now renew the demand to lay the resolution 
on the table. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. The demand for the previous 
quesuion is pending. 

The motion to lay on the table was decided in 
the negative—ayes 22, noes 85. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question was ordered to be put, 

Mr. MORRILL. Is this a resolution to in- 
crease the number of appointees of the House? 

The SPEAKER. No debate is in order. 

Mr. MORRILL. I call for the yeas and nays 
on the adoption of the resolution. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 114, nays 36; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. James C. Allen, William J. Allen, Alley, 
Allison, Anderson, Arnold, Ashley, Baxter, Beaman, Blaine, 
Jacob B. Blair, Blow, Brooks, Broomall, James 8. Brown, 
WilliamG. Brown, Chanter, Cobb, Coftroth, Cole, Creswell, 
Henry Winter Davis, Thomas T. Davis, Dawes, Deming, 
Dixon, Driggs, Dumont, Eckley, Edgerton, Eldridge, Eliot, 
Ganson, Garfield, Gooeh, Grinnell, Griswold, Hale, Ben- 
jamin G, Harris, Charles M. Warris, Higby, looper, Hoteh- 
kiss, Asahel W. Hubbard, John Hl. Hubbard, Jenckes, Ju- 
lian, Kelley, Franeis W. Kellogg, Orlando Kellogg, King, 
Knapp, Law, Lazear, Loan, Long, Longyear, Lovejoy, 
Marvin, McAllister, McBride, MeClurg, MeIndoe, Samuel 
F. Miller, Moorhead, Daniel Morris, James R. Morris, Mor- 
rison, Amus Myers, Leonard Myers, Nelson, Norton, Odell, 
Charles O'Neill, Patterson, Perham, Pike, Pomeroy, Price, 
Samuel J. Randall, William Hl. Randall, Alexander H. Rice, 
John H. Rice, Robinson, Rogers, Edward H. Roliins, James 
8S. Rollins, Scott, Shannon, Sloan, Sinith, Smithers, Steb 


| bins, Jolm B. Steele, Strouse, Stuart, Sweat, Thayer, 


‘Thomas, Tracy, Van Valkenburgh, Ward, Elihu B. Wash 
burne, William B. WashburngWhaley, Wheeler, Williams, 
Wilson, Windom, Winfield, Fernando Wood, Woodbridge, 


| and Yeaman—114. 


NAYS—Measrs. Ancona, Augustus C. Baldwin, John D. 
Baldwin, Bliss, Freeman Clarke, Cox, Dawson, Dennison, 
English, Finck, Harding, Harrington, Holman, Hutelins, 
Kernan, Le Blond, Mallory, Marcy, McDowell, McKinney, 
William II. Milter, Morrill, Noble, John O'Neill, Orth, 


| Pendleton, Radford, Ross, Scofield, Spaulding, William G. 


Steele, Stevens, Stiles, Wadswurth, Chilton A. White, 


aid Joseph W. White—J5. 

So the resolution was adopted. 

Mr. LOVEJOY moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the resolution was adopted; and also 
moved that the motion to reconsider be laid upon 
the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

DISTRIBUTION OF DOCUMENTS. 

Mr. BEAMAN. Is a motion to reconsider a 
privileged question ? 

The SPEAKER. It is. 

Mr. BEAMAN. 1 move, then, to reconsider 
the vote by which the House adopted the resolu- 
tion offered by the gentleman from Illinois, [Mr. 
J.C. ALLEN,] in reference to the distribution ot 
documents. 

Mr. COX. How did the gentleman vote? 

The SPEAKER. ‘There was no vote by yeas 
and nays, and in such a c@se any member can 
move toreconsider. Does the gentleman propose 
to call up the motion to reconsider at this time? 

Mr. BEAMAN. Notuntil the call of the States 
has been gone through with. 

The SPEAKER. I|t will be entered upon the 
Journal. 

Mr. J.C. ALLEN. I move that it be laid upon 
the table. 

The resolution was read by the Clerk. Ona 
division, there were—ayes 81, noes 23. 


Mr. BEAMAN demanded the yeas and nays. 
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The yeas and nays were not ordered. 


The motion to reconsider was then laid upon 
the tab 

Mr. FRANK What will be the effect of the 
ree it ‘) 


Phe SPEAKER. The Chair cannot say. It 
was adopted by the Flouse, and speaks for itself. 


RAILROAD TO NEW YORK. 
Mr. FARNSWORTH submitted the following 


resolution, and demanded the previous question: 

Resolved, That a select committee of five members be 
appyinted by the Speaker of this House, to whom shall be 
referred all petitions or other communications having ref 
erence to aninerease of railway communications and jacil 
ities between New York city and Washington, and whose 
duty it shall be to consider and report upon that subject; 


and that said committee shall have power to report by bill 
or olnerwise, 


The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered. 

Mr. BROOKS moved that the resolution be laid 
upon the table. 

Ona division, there were—aves 60, noes 57. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH demanded the yeas and 
nat 


79 
Che yeas and nays were ordered. 


‘The question w taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 91, nays 59; as follows: 

YR AS— Messrs. James C. Allen, William J. Allen, Alley, 
Ailison, Ames, Augustus. Baldwin, Blaine. Bliss, brooks, 


Broomall, James Ss. Brown, Chanler, Freeman Clarke, Clay, 
Cox, Creswell, Henry Winter Davis, Dawson, Dennison, 
Eden, Edgerton, Bidridge, Fugtish, Finek, Ganson, Gooch, 
Grider, Griswold, Hale, Il, Harding, Harrington, Benja 
mio G,. Harris, Charles M. Harris, Holuau, Philip Johnson, 
William Johuson, Julian, Kelley, Kernan, King, Kaapp, 
Law. Lazear, Le Blond, Long, Marey,Me Allister, McBride, 
MeDowell, Metudoe, MeKinney, Middleton, William I. 
Miller, Moorhead, lames R. Morris, Morrison, Amos My 
ere, Leonard Myers, Noble, Odell, Charles OoNeill, John 
(Pr Neail, Pendleton, Samuel J. Randall, William H, Ran 
datl, Alexander tl. Riee, John IL. Rice. Robinson, James 8. 
Rollins, Sehenek, Scoficid, Seort, Smith, Smithers, Joba B. 
Stecle, WilliamG. Steele, Stiles, Strouse, Stuart, Tuiayer, 
Thomas, ‘Tracy, Voorhees, Ward, Webster, Whaley, 
Josep W. White, Williams, Fernando Wood, and Yea- 
man—9l 

NAYS—Messrs, Ancona, Anderson, Ashley, Bailey, John 
DP. Baldwin, Baxter, Beaman, Jacob B. Blair, Blow, Boyd, 
Brandegee, William G. Browu, Cobb, Coftroth. Cole, Pain 
ing, Dixon, Driggs, Dumont, Eckley, Eliot, Farnsworth, 
Penton, Gartield, Grinnell, Higby, Hotehkiss, Asahel W. 
Liubbard, John Ul. Hubbard, Hulburd, Jenckes, Francis W. 
Kellogz, Orlande Kellogg, Loan, Longyear, Marvin, Me 
(lurg, Morrill, Daniel Morris, Norton, Orth, Patterson, 
Vike, Pomeroy, Price, Radford, Ross, Shannon, Sloan, 

pauiding, Stebbins, Stevens, Van Valkenburgh, Elihu B. 
Washburne, Willian B. Washburn, Wilder, Wilson, Win 
dom, and Woodbridge—o59. 








So the resolation was laid upon the table. 

And then, on motion of Mr. STEVENS, (at 
twenty minutes past two o’clock, p, m.,) the 
House adj yurned, 


IN SENATE. 
Wepnespay, December 16, 1863. 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Dr. SunDERLAND. 
The Journalof y sterday was read and approved, 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS, 


\lr. WADE presented two petitions of citizens 

f the State of Michigan, praying for the passage 
of a law emancipating all persons of African de- 
scent held to involuntary service or labor in the 
United Status; 
mittee on the Judiciary. 
Mr. GRIMES presi 
W. Riggs, jr., presidentof the Washington Gas- 


which were referred to the Com- | 


uted the memorial of George | 


Light Company, praying for the repeal of that | 


portion of the actof Congress of July 1], 1863, 
which fixes the price of gas; which was referred 
to the Committee on the District of Columbia. 


Mr. HICKS presented a petition of the inspect | 


ors of customs for the port of Baluumore, praying 
jor an inerease of theircompensation; which was 
referred to the Committee on Finance, 

He also presented the petition of Samuel L. 
Linat, praying that ht may be allowed the differ- 


ence between his account rendered for subsisting | 


soldiers in Baltimore, Maryland, and the amount 
allowed him by the War Department; which was 
referred to the Committee on Claims, 

Mr. POMEROY presented papers relating to 
the naval services of Captain 8, 2. Bissell, of the 
United States Navy; which were referred to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. MORRILL presented a memorial of citi- 


zeus of the United States, approving of the abo- 


liion of slavery in the District of Columbia and |! 





| 


the Territories, the emancipation and confiscation 


j acts, the enrollment of slaves in the Army, and 


the suspension of the habeas corpus; and praying 
‘‘that those measures may be vigorously enforced, 
carried forward, and perfected,’’ and that ‘*col- 
ored soldiers be placed on the same footing, as 
to pay and privileges, as the white soldiers,”’ and 
that none but officers in favor of these measures 
be appointed to the command of the Army; which 


| was referred to the Committee on Military Af- 


fairs and the Militia. 

Mr. WILSON presented the memorial of Colo- 
nels Samuel A. Duncan and J. W. Ames, and 
fifty-nine other officers of the fourth and sixth 
regiments United States colored troops, praying 
for additional legislation relative to the bounty, 
pay, and allowances of colored troops; which 
was referred to the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs and the Militia. 

Mr. HENDRICKS presented the memorial of 
Mary Ann Sands, legatee of Joseph Gideon, 
praying for relief; which was referred to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. CHANDLER presented a memorial of the 
board of supervisors of Cass county, Michigan, 
representing *‘that the provisions of the ‘ con- 
script act,’ so called, whereby persons liable to 
do military duty are divided into two classes, the 
first of which is to be exhausted before the second 
shall be called out, as also the $300 exemption 
clause, are unjust,’’ and praying that they be re- 


pealed; which was referred to the Committee on | 


Military Affairs and the Militia. 
Mr. SAULSBURY. 


present the petition of Rev. John Pleasonton Du 


I have been requested to | 


Hamel, rector of St. ‘Thomas’s church, Newark, | 


Delaware, praying Congress to amend the act 
for enrolling and calling our the national forces. 
The petitioner declares the incompatibility of the 
ministerial office with that of a soldier, and that 
the requirement of such service of a minister 
would be asking him to violate his ordination 
vows. In moving the reference of this petition to 
the Committee on Military Affairs and the Mili- 
tia, which | now do, | wish to state, as my own 
opinion, that a gentleman circumstanced like the 
petitioner, who attends to the duties of his holy 
office by preaching ‘* peace on earth and good will 
to men,’’ ought to be exempted from the liabili- 
ties of that act. That class of preachers who do 
not confine themselves to the discharge of such 
duties, but convert their churches into meetings 
for other purposes, ought, in my judgment, to be 
placed in the front rank of the Army and made to 
fight until this war is over. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The petition will 
be referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 
and the Militia. 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 

Mr. ANTHONY. iam instructed by the Com- 
mittee on Printing, to whom was referred the mo- 
tion to print the petition of Berendt A. Frorseth, 
to ask to be discharged from the further consider- 
anion of the same. The committee do not think 
itis advisable to enter upon the practice of print- 
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soldiers who have fought under his command 
during this rebellion, for their gallantry and good 
conduct in the battles in which they have been 
engaged; and requests the President of the United 
States to cause a gold medal to be struc k, with 





suitable emblems, devices, and it scriptions, to be 
presented to Major General Grant. When th 
medaf shall have been struck, the President is to 
cause a copy of { he joint resolution to becnerosse d 
on parchment, and to transmitit, together with the 
medal, to Major General Grant, to be presented 
to him in the name of the people of the United 
States of America. A sufficient sum of money 
to carry this re solution into effect is appropriated 
out of any money inthe Treasury not otherwise 
appropriated, 
Mr, FESSENDEN. I should like to inquire 
of the Military Committee whether they have made 


| any examination to ascertain what sum may be 


necessary to carry the resolution into effect. [t 
is not usual to make an unlimited appropriation 
in the way here proposed. 

Mr. WILSON. ‘The committee did not know 
what sum it would be necessary to appropriate; 
and it was thought best by those interested in 
passing this resolation, or those who took a deep 
interest in it, to leave the matter to the discretion 
of the authorities. We do not know what the 
cost will be; it will be but a very small sum, at 
any rate; but it is difficult to tell precisely what 
is fitting for them todo, It is a very small mat- 
ter, and I think it had better be left to the dis- 
cretion of the Department. ; 

The joint resolution was reported to the Senate 
without amendment, ordered to a third reading, 
read the third time, and passed. 


AMENDMENT OF TILE JOINT RULES. 


Mr. FOOT. I give notice that to-morrow or 
on some future day | shall move to amend or 
modify the first joint rule of the two Houses of 
Congress, as follows: 

Resolved by the Senate, (the House of Representatives 
eoncurring,) ‘hat the first joint rule of the two Houses be 
amended to read as foliows : 

Wher amendments are made by cither House to a bill, 
joint resolution, or concurrent resolution trom the other, 
the course of proceeding shall be as follows: 

1. ‘he House originating the bill, &c., may, in whole or 
in part, agree to such amendments, agree to such amend 
ments with amendments, or disagree to thein. 

2. ‘The House making the amendments may, in like man- 
ner, proceed to act upou these proceedings of the origin- 
ating House. 

3. Should this last action not be agreed to by the origin 
ating House, and thereby produce a disagreement between 
the two Houses, either may recede from its disagreement, 
thereby passing the bill, &c., or may insist upon it aud ask 


| afree conference on the point or points of such disagree 


ment, appoint a committee of conference On its part, and 


send the bill, papers, &c., to the other House. 


ing memorials, and there seems to be no special | 


reason why this should form the first exception 
to the rule. 

The report was agreed to. 

Mr. WILSON, from the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs and the Militia, to whom was referred 


the bill (S. No. 7) to increase the bounty for vol- | 


unteers and the pay of the Army, reported it with 
amendments. 


THANKS TO GENERAL GRANT. 


Mr. WILSON. [ amdirected by the Commit- 
tee on Military Affairs and the Militia, to whom 
was referred the joint resolution (H. R. No. 1) 
of thanks to Major General Ulysses S. Grant 


and the officers and soldiers who have fought 


4. ‘The latter House may also insist upon its disagree 
ment, agree to the coulerence, and appoint a committee on 
its part. 

5. The joint committee of conference may then proceed 
freely to confer upon the point or points of disagreement 


between the two Houses, but shall not be at liberty to al 


fect any other part or parts of the bill, &c., already agreed 
to by both Houses ; and shall promptly make report of th 
result of such conierence to their respective Houses, the 
bill, papers, &c., being brouglt into the House first propos 
ing the conterence. 

6. This latter House shall first act upon the report of the 
committee. Its action upon the report shall then be sent, 


| with the bill, papers, &e., tothe other House, which may 


under his command during this rebellion, and || 


providing that the President of the United States | 


shall cause » medal to be struck, to be presented 
to Major General Grant in the name of the people 


| of the United States of America, to report it back 


unanimously to the Senate with the recommend- 
ation that it pass; and if there be no objection, | 


| ask that it be put on its passage now. 


joint resolution, 


There being no objection, the Senate as in Com- 
mittee of the Whole proceeded to consider the 
It directs that the thanks of 
Congress be presented to Major General Ulysses 


then also act upon it. 

7. Should the committees respectively report a disagret 
ment between themselves, second committees may be ap 
pointed, who shall proceed in like manner as the first 

8. Should the second committees agree to a common re 
port for settling the disagreement between the two Houses, 
it will be made to the respective Houses, upon which the 
Hiouses will act as stated in the sixth article of this rule 

9, Should the second committees disagree, the fact will 
be reported to the respective Houses as in the first instance, 
and the House asking the second conference shall first act 
upon this second report. 

10. The term of conference being then passed, this House 
may recede from its disagreement, which will pass the bill, 
&e., or by a simple resolution it may state its reasons and 
adhere to its disagreement, or it may simply adhere to Its 
disagreement and seud the bill, papers, &e., to the other 
House. 

11. The other House may then proceed in the same mat- 
ner, and should this House reeede (rom its disagreement, 


| the bill, &c., will be passed; but should this House also 


adhere, with a statenjent of its reasous or not, the bill, &e., 
will then be lost. 

12, Should a bill, &e,, be thus lost or defeated, such parts 
of the same. verbatim et literatim, as may have been agre' d 
to by both Houses, and have not been affected by any diva 
greemcut between the two Houses, may in either House be 
immediately introduced as anew bill, &c., by any me mber 
thereof, and shall take precedence of all other business, and 
be acted upon inall its readings and stages immediate!) and 
without debate, and, if passed, shall forthwith be sent te 
the other House for concurrence, which House shall 18 like 


i a | : ; 
S, Grant, end through him to the officers and || manner asthe firstimmediately proceed toact upon the said 


v 


s 


=n 
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and should this House also pass this bill, &c., notice 
t f shall imum diately be sent to the first House, and 
. &e.. may immediately be signed by the Presiding 
a ra of the two Houses, as other bills, &c., aresigned, 
sented to the President of the United States for his 

oval or disapproval, as in other cases. 


pill, & 


The resolution was ordered to be printed. The 
int rule now reads thus: 


ol. In every ease ofan amendment of a bill agreed to in 
ane House, and dissented to in ihe other, if either House 
guest a conference, and appoint a committee for 


shall req 


that purpose, and the other House shall also appoint a com 
. ' 


mittee to confer, such committees shall, at a convenient | 


hour, to be agreed on by their chairmen, meetin the confer- 
chamber, and state to eaeh other, verbally or in writ 


ing, as either shall choose, the reasons of their respective | 


Houses for and against the amendment, and confer freely 
thereon.”’ 


REVISION OF THE STATUTES. 


Mr. SUMNER. I wish the Senate would be 
ooo enough to take up and adopt the resolution 
which I offered yesterday. Itis simply a resolu- 
tion of inquiry addressed to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. The Senator from California, who 
objected to its consideration yesterday, afterwards 
qithdrew his objection, 

The resolution was taken up and agreed to, as 
follows: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be di 
rected to consider the expediency of providing by law for 
the appointment of commissioners to revise the public stat- 
utes of the United States; to simplify their language ; to 
correct their incongruities 5 to supply their deficiencies ; to 
arrange them in order; to reduce them to one connected 
text; and to report them thus improved to Congress for its 
final action, to the end that the public statutes, which all 
are presumed to know, may be in such form as to be more 
within the apprehension of all. 


*NAVY REPORT. 

Mr. ANTHONY. Iask the Senate to take up 
the resolution which 1] reported yesterday from 
the Committee on Printing, relative to printing ad- 
ditional copies of the report of the Secretary of 
the Navy. 


The motion was agreed to; and the resolution | 


was adopted, as follows: 


Resolved, That the Superintendent of Public Printing be 
authorized to print, in addition to the number now author- 
ized by law, fitteen hundred copies of the report of the See- 
retary of the Navy, andappendix, for the use of the vessels 
of the Navy, and five hundred copies of the report proper 
for the office of the Secretary of the Navy. 

The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Sen- 
ate a message from the President of the United 
States, communicating, in answer toa resolution 
of the Senate of the 11th of March last, informa- 
tion relating to certain persons in the service of 
the Government; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

The VICE PRESIDENT also laid before the 
Senate a letter of the Second Auditor of the Treas- 
ury, communicating copies of all accounts of per- 
sons charged with the disbursement or application 
of moneys, goods, or effects, for the benefit of the 
Indians, from July 1, 1862, to June 30, 1863, with 
the balances under each specific head of appro- 
priation still remaining in their hands. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I wish to inquire whether 
that report comes here in consequence of any res- 
olution of the Senate? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. 
law. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Is the Second Auditor re- 


quired to make a communication directly to Con- 
gre SSf 


adjourn at that time. 


|| Wright—4. 
In pursuance of 


| Hicks, Johnson, Lane of Indiana, Lane of Kansas, 
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sent obtained, leave to introduce a bil} 
the Washineton City 
Bank; which was read 
ferred to the 
lumbia 

Mr. WILKINSON asked, and by unanimous 
(S.No. 
16) toestablish a post route from Mankato, in Min- 
nesota, to the Winnebago agency, onthe Missouri 
river, in Dakota Territory; which was read twice 


S.No. 15) 
to Imecorporate Savings’ 
twice by its title, and re- 

Co- 


Committee on the District of 


consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill 


| by its ttle, and referred to the Committee on the 


Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. HALE, in pursuance of previous notice, 
asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill (S. 
No. 17) to amend the act entitled ** An act to es- 
tablish and equalize the grades of line officers of 
the United States Navy,’”’? approved July 16, 
1862; which was read twice by its title, and re- 


| ferred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. } 
Mr. WILSON asked, and by unanimous con- 


sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 
18) to amend an actentitled ** An act for enrolling 
and calling out the national forces, and for other 


| purposes,’’ approved March 3, 1863; which was 
read twice by its title, and referred to the Com- | 


mittee on Military Affairs and the Militia, and 


| ordered to be printed. 


ADJOURNMENT OVER THE HOLIDAYS. 
The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Sen- 


| ate the following resolution of the House of Rep- 


resentatives, which was passed by that body on 


the 14th instant: 


Resolved, (the Senate concurring,) That when the House 
adjourns on Friday next, the 18th of December, it adjourn 
to meet on Wednesday, the 6th of January, 19864. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. 
tion be laid on the table. 

Mr. GRIMES. It seems to me we had better 
take a vote directly on the proposition, and if we 
are against it vote itdown. Ifit lies onthe table, 
it may be called up to-morrow or at some time 
when many gentlemen disposed to vote against it 
may not have an opportunity to do so. I want 
to record my vote against it. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I withdraw my motion 
if the resolution is to be voted down, as I think 
it ought to be, unquestionably. 

Mr. WADE. | ask for the yeas and nays on 
the resolution. ’ 

The yeas and nays were ordered. ° 

Mr. WILSON. I propose that Friday be 
stricken out, and next Tuesday or Wednesday 
be inserted 

Mr. FESSENDEN. No. Let us vote it right 
down at once. 


Mr. WILSON. 


I move that that resolu- 


I think we may be able to 


Mr. FESSENDEN. We cannotadjourn at all. 

Mr. COLLAMER. Is the question on con- 
currence in the resolution ? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. 
tion. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 4, nays 35; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. 


That is the ques- 


Suckalew, Henderson, Powell, and 
NAYS—Messers. Brown, Chandler, Clark, Collamer, Con- 
ness, Cowan, Davis, Dixon, Doolittle, Fessenden, Foot, 
Foster, Grimes, Hale, Harding, Harlan, Harris, Hendricks, 
Mor 
gan, Morrill, Nesmith, Ramsey, Saulsbury, Sherman. Sum 


consent of the Senate to consider this resolation 
at the present tim Is ther anyo ( nN Th 
Chair hears none The re is before tu 
Senate 

Mr. LANE, of Kansas At ( ry 
ment of the summer Canta Brown, of 
boat Osceola, w > had lakes 
to me in this city and 
ons in the rebel States he had tseven K 


soldiers in irons among the prisoners of other 


States not in trons; that they told him to find me 


) and inform me that they were to be put to death. 


1 immediately communicated the information in 
writing to the Secretary of War. He communi- 
cated with the commissioner on the exchange of 
prisoners; but from the fact that Captain Brown 


| did not locate the point where they were held in 


prison, Mr. Ould was unable to give him any in- 
formation onthe subject. Recently a ehaplata or 
a physician—lI forget which—has published 
communication in this city, which L have seen in 
the papers, in which he says that wis distinetly 
understood at Richmond and elsewhere in rebel 
dom that Kansas soldiers are murdered wherever 
and whenever captured. It is within my own 
observation that Colone! Quantrell, who bears a 
commission from the government, 
murdered all the soldiers that he captured in his 
raid upon Lawrence, Kansas, and sinee in hts 
raid upon Major Generai Blunt, where he cap- 
tured some ninety soldiers, and murdered them 
all. So far as | know, the Kansas soldiers, when 
captured by the rebels, have been put to death 
1 am also cognizant of the fact that the troops of 
Kansas have captured large numbers of rebel sol- 
diers, and that they have invariably treated them 
with the utmost kindness and consideration. 

The resolution was agreed to. 

Mr. GRIMES, (after a pause.) As there ap- 
pears to be no business before the Senate, | move 
that the Senate do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; and the 
adjourned. 


confederate 


Senate 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wepnespay, December 16, 1863. 
The House met at twelve o’clock, m. 
by the Chaplain, Rev. W. H. Caannine. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved, 


Prayer 


CONTESTED-ELECTION CASES. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House papers 
in the following contested-clection CASES; which 
were referred to the Committee of Elections: 
Birch vs. King, sixth district of Missouri; Samuel 
T Knox vs. Blair, first district of Missouri; Scott 
vs. Noell, third district of Missouri; Bruce vs. 
Loan, seventh district of Missouri; Kline vs. 
Myers, third district of Pennsylvania; Martin vs. 
Grinnell, fourth distriet of Towa; MeKenzie for 


| a seat from the seventh district of Virginia; ‘Todd 


vs. Jayne, Dakota Territory; Price vs. McClurg, 
fifth district of Missouri; McHenry vs. Yeaman, 
second district of Kentucky; Carrigan vs. Thayer, 


| fifth district of Pennsylvania, 


SELECT COMMITTEES. 


The SPEAKER announced the appointment 
of the following select committees: 


On Emigration — Messrs. Washburne of Ili- 


ner, Ten Eyck, Trumbull, Van Winkle, Wade, Willey, 


es A . ; e k, | nois, Grinnell, Law, Baldwin of Massachusetts, 
:: Phe VICE PRESIDENT. That is the lan- || 49d Wilson—3o. u : : and Rollins of Missouri. 

i urge of the communication. Itrefers to the act | So the Senate refused to concur in the resolution. On Emancipation — Messrs. Eliot, Kelley, 
iN of Congress of June 30, 1834. REBEL TREATMENT OF KANSAS TROOPS. || Knapp, Orth, Boyd, Kalbfleisch, Cobb, Ander- 
= Mr. FESSENDEN. Itis rather anomalous. | 


son, and Middleton. 
On Rebellious States—Messrs. Davis of Mary- 


Mr. LANE, of Kansas. 


resolution: 


; mre soa offer the following 
et Communications to Congress ordinarily come I offer the following 


from the heads of Departments. 





se 7) +E « ‘ — | Whereas itis publicly stated by respectable parties, re land, Gooch, J. C. Allen, Ashle Ys Fenton, Hol- 

iM, \ The VICE PRESIDEN r. : What disposition || turned se ahederd Treas ee ete inte then <x Cicedtiore man, Smithers, Blow, and English. 

id shall be made of the communication and accom- | from the State of Kansas taken prisoners by the rebels are On Pacific Railroad—Messrs. Stevens, Wilde r, 
hy sl ava - 2 7. me 1) , > Hi ¥ our , ‘ . 

; mame pecerst se om the || Bomnnbiy otis ca waemmereemens 2 ts rebate || Steele of New York, Price, Cole of Calturwin, 

5 t. GRIMES. I move that they lie on the oa —_ oT te 7 at&t} Noble, Donnelly, McBride, Steele of New Jer- 

n- "ak , || Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- | sey, McClurg, Ames, Yeaman, and Sweat. 

it, 1 motion was agreed to. || quested to communicate to Congress any information in his ; 

<0 BILLS INTRODUCED | possession On this subject. LAWS OF NEBRASKA. 

ey Mr SUMNER. aid “~ 5 ; || I desire to state from my place hete that at the | The SPEAKER laid before the House the laws 

rts sent obt oe d asked, and by unanimous con- |) commencement of the summer ; of the Territory of Nebraska; which were re- 

" to pr cae rleave to introduce a bill (S. No. 14) The VICE PRESIDENT. Does the Senator || ferred to the Committee on Territories. 

a ; ae ide for the ascertainment and satisfaction ask for the present consideration of the resolution? : ‘ saben 

be ofclaims of American citizens for spoliations com- Mr. LANE, of Kansas. Ido; and I wish to CALL OF COMMITTEES. 

nd aa by the French prior to the 3lst day ofJuly, make a statement. The SPEAKER then proceeded to call the com- 

ud S01; which was read twice by its title, and re- The VICE PRESIDENT. Astatementis not || mittees for reports. 

to “—— = the Committee on Foreign Relations. in order now without the unanimous consent of Mr. SCHENCK. I ask the unanimous con- 

a Mr. POMEROY asked, and by unanimous con- |i the Senate. The Senator asks the unanimous || sent of the House to introduce a bill of which I 








038 


ore »nrey 
gave pi 


us notice a few days since, for refer- 
ence 


Mi HOLMAN. I call for the recular order 
f | 


of business 
NATIONAL CANAL CONVENTION. 


Mr. ARNOLD, from the Committee on Roads 
and Canals, reported the following resolution; 
which was referred, under the law, to the Joint 
Committee on Printing: 

Resolved, That there be printed for the use of this House 
ten thousand copies of the memorial of the national canal 
convention communicated to this House by the President. 

PRINTING OF TREASURY REPORT. 

Mr. A. W. CLARK, from the Committee on 
Printing, reported the following resolution; which 
was re ad, conside re d, and agre¢ d to: 


Resolved, Thattwenty five hundred copies of the report 
of the Secretary of the Treasury, with the accompanying 
documents, twenty-five hundred copies of the report with 
out the accompanying documents, two hundred and fifty 
‘the estimates of appropriations, and one hundred 
and fifty copies of the receipts and expenditures, be printed 
for the use of the Treasury Department. 


Mr. A. W. CLARK moved to reconsider the 
vote by which the resolution was adopted; and 
also moved to lay the motion to reconsider upon 
the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

The call of committees having been completed, 

The SPEAKER proceeded to call the States for 

solutions, commencing with the State of Illinois. 
IRON-CLAD SIIIPS. 


Mr. NORTON submitted the following resolu- 
tion, upon which he demanded the previous ques- 
tion: 


copies « 


Whereas it seems probable that warfare on the ocean will 
in great measure depend in the future on armored vessels, 
whose form, structure, and armament must be determined 
by expericuce in action; and the attacks on Forts Darling 
and Me Allister, the combats between the Monitor and Mer 
rimack and the Weehawken and Atlanta, and the first great 


naval battle delivered by armored vessels in the harbor of 
Charleston, have at once illustrated the American name | 


and furnished the only information from experience in bat 

tle respecting the powers of resistance and aggression of 
inmored vessels which exists to aid the deliberations of 
Congress in directing further constructions of such vessels ; 
but the Secretary of the Navy, while conveying the grati 

fving intelligence that during the “ vigorous assault on Fort 
Sumter”? 
by these vessels,”? though * no ships ever before sustained 
such a concentrated fire,’? has not communicated with his 
report the official and detailed dispatches and reports of the 
otticers in command of the armored vessels executing those 
attacks, from which alone exact and reliable information 
ol the real capacity of those vessels for resistance, aggres 


sion, speed, maneuvering, and keeping the sea, as shown | 


by experience, can be obtained, and without such inform- 
ation Congress must grope in the dark in ordering or refus- 
ing further construction of armored vessels: Therefore, 
Resolved, ‘That the Secretary of the Navy be directed to 
communicate to this House all official reports, dispatches, 
and papers in the Navy Department relating to those ac 
tious; that is to say: the report of Captain Worden of the 
combat between the Monitor and Merrimack ; the report of 


Captain John Rodgers of the attack on Fort Darling, or the | 


action near Drury’s bluffon the James river; the reports 
of Captain Worden and Captain Drayton of the two at 
tacks on Fort McAllister on the Ogechee, with the dis- 
patches of Rear Admiral Du Pont transmitting them to the 
Departnent; the reports of Rear Admiral Du Pont of the 


attack of the 7th of April, 1863, on the defenses of Charleston | 
harbor, together with the reports of Captain Drayton of the | 


Passaic, Commander Rhind of the Keokuk, Commander 


Downes of the Nahant, Captain John Rodgers of the Wee- | 


hawken, Captain Worden of the Moutauk, Commander 
Faivtax of the Nantucket, Commander George W. Rogers 
of the Catskill, Commodore ‘Turner of the New Ironsides, 


and Commander Ammen of the Patapsco, touching their | 


several vessels during that attack; and also the reports of 
any investigations, after the action, into the condition of 
any of the armored vessels engaged in it, or respecting the 
repairs found to be necessary on any of those vessels after 


the action, made by those officers or any of them, or any | 


official statement respecting those vessels in connection 
with the said action, or respecting experiments to test the 


value of rafts for the removal of obstructions, made by | 


those oflicers or any of them, or by Engineers Lovering, 


Kobie, or Stimers ; and also the report of the action be- || 


tween the Weehawken and Atlanta, by Captain John 


Rodgers, together with the dispatches of Rear Admiral Du | 


Pont transmitting it; and all other official correspondence 
with any of these officers in the Navy Department respect- 
ing or relating to those actions ; also, the report of the sink- 
ing of the Weekawken withiu the bar off Charleton. 


The previous question was seconded, and the | 


main question ordered. 
Mr RICE, of Massachusetts. 


Committee on Naval Affairs? 

The SPEAKER. Not at this time, the pre- 
vious question having been seconded. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Maryland. I call for tellers 
on the resolution. 


“but comparatively slight injury was sustained || 


leh | 
Is it in order 
to move the reference of that resolution to the 
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Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Davis, of 
Mary! ind, and Cox, were appoint d. 

The House divided; and the tellers reported— 
ayes 42, noes 55. 

“So the resolution was rejected. 

Mr. COX. I move that the resolution be re- 
ferred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

The SPEAKER. The resolution is not before 
the House. 

Mr. NORTON. I moveto reconsider the vote 
just taken, for the purpose of having the resolution 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

The motion to reconsider prevailed; and the 
resolution was then referred to the Committee on 
Naval Affairs. 

HABEAS CORPUS. 


Mr. LOAN introduced a joint resolution ex- 
planatory of the first section of an act entitled 
**An act relating to habeas corpus.’’ It recites that 
doubts have arisen as to the true intent and mean- 
ing of an act entitled ‘*An act relating to habeas 
corpus, and regulating judicial proceedings in cer- 


tain cases,’’ approved March 3, 1863; and it re- | 
solves that the suspension of the writ of habeas | 


corpus, as provided for in the first section of said 
act, does not apply to any case arising in conse- 
quence of any action on the part of a State gov- 
ernment to compel the citizens of such State to 
render military services for the State under the 


laws thereof, notwithstanding the commanding | 
officer of such State militia may also be the com- | 


manding officer, under Federal authority, of the 
Federal forces within such State. 
The joint resolution was read a first and second 


|| time, and referred to the Committee on the Judi- 


| Clary. 
| MISSOURI CONTESTED ELECTION, 


Mr. BLOW presented the memorial of James | 


Lindsay, contesting the rightof James G. Scott to 

represent the third election district of Missouri; 

which was referred to the Committee of Elections. 
DEPARTMENT OF MISSOURI. 

Mr. McCLURG introduceda bill to provide for 


officers and men actually employed in the Western 
department, or department of Missouri; which 
was read a first = second time, and referred to 
the Committee of Ways and Means. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


A message from the Senate, by Mr. Forney, its 
Secretary, informed the House that the Senate 


of thanks to Major General Grantand his army; 
and had non-concurred inthe concurrent resolution 
providing that when the House adjourns on Fri- 
day next, it be to meeton the 6th of January, 1864. 


OBJECT OF THE WAR. 


_ Mr. ROLLINS, of Missouri, offered the follow- 
| ing resolution, and moved the previous question 
| on its adoption: 


Resolved by the House of Representatives of the Congress 
of the United States, That, prompted by a just patriotism, 





the war, and that we will give a warm and hearty support 
to all those measures which will be most effective in 
speedily overcoming the rebellion, and in securing a resto- 
ration of peace, and which may not substantially infringe 
the Constitution and tend to subvert the true theory and 
character of the Government; and we hereby reiterate that 
| the present deplorable civil war has been forced upon the 
| country by the disunionists now in revolt against the con- 
stitutional Government; that in the progress of this war 
Congress, banishing all feeling of were passion or resent- 
ment, Will recollect only its duty to the whole country ; that 
this war is not waged on our part in any spirit of oppression, 
| nor for any purpose of conquest or subjugation, nor purpose 
of overthrowing or interfering with the rights or established 
institutions of those States, but to defend and maintain the 
supremacy of the Constitution, and to preserve the Union 
| with all the dignity, equality, and rights of the several States 
unimpaired ; thatas soon as these objects are accomplished 
the war ought to cease. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 
to debate that resolution. 

The SPEAKER. Then it will lie over, under 
the rule. 

Mr. ROLLINS, of Missouri. 
the previous question. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. If the pre- 
vious question be not seconded, will not the res- 


I propose 


I have moved 


|| olution go over for debate? 





The SPEAKER. 
Mr. LOVEJOY. 


reference? 


It will. 
Is it in order to move its 


the deficiency in the appropriation for the pay of | 


had unanimously concurred in the joint resolution | 


we are in favor of an earnest and successful prosecution of 
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The SPEAKER. It is not. 

Mr. ROLLINS, of Missouri. I held the q 
and expressly moved the previous question. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair did not hear the 
gentleman move the previous question. 

Mr. HOLMAN demanded tellers on seconding 
the previous question. ’ 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Houtman and 


| GRINNELL were appointed. 


The House divided; and the tellers reported— 
ayes 64, noes 80. 
So the previous question was not seconded. 


Mr. LOVEJOY. I move that the resolution 


| be laid upon the table. 


Mr. HOLMAN. On that I call for the yeas 
and nays. . 

Mr. WASHBURNE,of Illinois. The House 
having refused to second the demand for the pre- 
vious question, the resolution has gone over til| 
to-morrow, and is not now before the House. 

The SPEAKER. The point of order is not 
well taken, because if no gentleman rose to debate 
the resolution the House would go on and yote 
upon it. The object of the previous question is 
to cut off the right to debate. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 
debate it. 

The SPEAKER Not at the proper time. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. I think the resolution ought 
to go to the table as being a secession document, 
but I withdraw the motion. 


Mr. WADSWORTH. 


l rose to 


I renew the motion to 


| lay the resolution on the table, and I call for the 
| yeas and nays. 


The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The question was taken; and it was decided in 


| the negative—yeas 52, nays 114; as follows: 


YEAS—Meesrs. Alley, Allison, Ames, Anderson, Ashley, 
Baxter, Beaman, Blow, Boutwell, Boyd, Brandegee, Broom 
all, Cole, Thomas T. Davis, Dixon, Donnelly, Driggs, Du 
mont, Eckley, Eliot, Garfield, Gooch, Grinnell, Hooper, 
Hotchkiss, Hulburd, Julian, Kelley, Francis W. Kellogg, 
Loan, Longyear, Lovejoy, McClurg, McIndoe, Moorhead, 
Amos Myers, Leonard Myers, Norton, Charles O'Neil), 
Orth, Perham, Pomeroy, Price, Schenck, Sloan, Spaulding, 
Stevens, Upson, Van Valkenburgh, William B. Washburn, 


| Whaley, and Wilder—52. 


NAYS—Messrs. James C. Allen, William J. Allen, An 
cona, Baily, Augustus C. Baldwin, John D. Baldwin, 
Blaine, Jacob B. Blair, Bliss, Brooks, James 8. Brown, 
Chanler, Ambrose W. Clark, Clay, Cobb, Coffroth, Cox, 
Cravens, Creswell, Henry Winter Davis, Dawes, Dawson, 
Deming, Dennison, Eden, Edgerton, Eldridge, English, 
Farnsworth, Fenton, Finck, Frank, Ganson, Grider, Gris 
wold, Hale, Hall, Harding, Harrington, Benjamin G. Harris, 


| Charles M. Harris, Herrick, Higby, Holman, Asatiel W. 


Hubbard, Wutchins, Philip Johnson, William Jolimson, 


| Kasson, Orlando Kellogg, Kernan, King, Knapp, Law, La 


zear, Le Blond, Long, Mallory, Marcy, Marvin, McAllister, 


| McBride, McDowell, McKinney, Middleton, Samuel F. 


Miller, William H. Miller, Morrill, Daniel Morris, James 
R. Morris, Morrison, Nelson, Noble, Odell, John O'Neill, 
Patterson, Pendleton, Perry, Pike, Radford, Sane! J. Ka 
dall, William H. Randall, Alexander H. Rice, Kobinson, 
Rogers, Edward H. Rollins, James 8. Rollins, Ross, Sco 
field, Scott, Shannon, Smith, Smithers, Stebbins, John B 
Steele, William G, Steele, Stiles, Strouse, Stuart, Sweat, 
Thayer, Tracy, Voorhees, Wadsworth, Ward, Elilu 8. 
Washburne, Webster, Wheeler, Chilton A. White, Josepii 
W. White, Wilson, Winfield, Fernando Wood, Wood 
bridge, and Yeaman—114. 

So the House refused to lay the resolution on 
the table. 

Messrs. Brown, of West Virginia, and Wu- 
LIAMS, not having been within the bar when their 
names were called, severally asked leave to vote. 

Objection was made. 

Mr. MORRILL. I move that the resolution 
be referred to a select committee. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 
debate the resolution. 

The SPEAKER. It goes over, then, under the 
rules, 

Mr.COX. I demand the yeas and nays on the 
reference of the resolution. 

The SPEAKER. That will be in order when 
it is called up. 

Mr. COX. When will that be? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair cannot tell. 


ADJOURNMENT OVER THE HOLIDAYS. 


Mr. DRIGGS submitted the following resolu- 
tion, and demanded the previous question: 


Resolved, (the Senate concurring,) That when this er 
adjourns on Monday, the 2lst instant, it shall be gut 
Tuesday, the 5th day of January, 1864. 


Mr. MORRILL. I suggest that it should be 
from ** Wednesday of next week, the 23d of De- 
cember, to the 5th of January, 1864." _ 

Mr. DRIGGS. lLacceptthatasa modification 
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of my resolution—that the adjournment shall be 


from the 23d of December to the 5th of January. || 


The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered; and under the operation 
thereof the resolution was adopted, 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois, moved to re- 
consider the vote by which the resolution was 
adopted; and also moved that the motion to re- 
consider be laid upon the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


AMENDMENT OF ENROLLMENT ACT. 


Mr. LONGYEAR submitted the following res- 


olution; whichwas read , considered, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of so amending sec- 


tion two of the act to provide for enrolling and calling out | 


the national forces, and for other purposes, that the right of 
aged and infirm persons to select one of two or more sons 
liable to military duty under said act to be exempt shall 
depend upon the fact that such aged and infirm persons are 
dependent upon the labor of such son for their support. 


CARMACK AND RAMSAY, 


Mr. KASSON. Ihave a joint resolution to 
pnt on which I shall ask the action of the 


jouse at this time. Whenitis read by the Clerk | 


] will explain it in a few words. 

The Clerk read the resolution. It provides that 
all of the papers and evidence touching the claim 
of Carmack and Ramsay submitted to the First 
Comptroller of the Treasury shall, together with 
all the questions relating thereto, be transferred to 
the Court of Claims for adjustment and determ- 
ination. 

Mr. KASSON. I ask leave to say a few words 
in explanation of that joint resolution, and then 
that it be put on its passage. 

The SPEAKER. 
unanimous consent, 

Mr. DAWES. I object. 

Mr. MORRILL. I hope objection will be with- 


drawn, as the gentleman from lowa proposes to | 


occupy a few moments only. 

Mr. KASSON. The subject demands early 
action, 

Mr. HULBURD. I object. 

Mr. KASSON. I move that the joint resolu- 
tion be referred to the Committee of Claims. 

Mr. DAWES. The subject was fully consid- 
ered at the last session by the Committee on the 


Post Office and Post Roads, and | think that it | 


should now go to the same committee. I make 


that motion. 


Mr. KASSON. I consulted with the chairman 


of the Committee on the Post Office and Post | 


Roads, and he speciaily requested that it should 
not again be saved to that committee. Ina 
few words I can explain the whole matter. 

The SPEAKER. Debate is not in order. 

Mr. KASSON. 
tion of reference. 

The SPEAKER. That is not debatable. 

Mr. DAWES. I do not want to force the res- 
olution on the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads if that committee does not want it, 
and I therefore withdraw my motion. 

The joint resolution was read a second time, 
and referred to the Committee of Claims. 


INCREASE OF SALARIES. 


Mr. KASSON introduced a bill to equalize the | 
salary of certain officers therein named, which 


was read a first time. 


The bill provides that the Assistant Secretary | 
of State, the Assistant Secretary of War, the 
Assistant Secretary of the Interior, the Assistant | 


Attorney General, and the First Assistant Post- 
master General, from the commencement of the 
present fiscal year shall be paid the same salary 


as is now by law paid respectively to the Assist- | 


ant Secretary of the Treasury and the Assistant 
Secretary of the Navy; provided, however, that 
no extra compensation shall be paid to such as- 
sistants for services heretofore or hereafter ren- 
dered when acting as the head of their respective 
Departments during the absence, sickness, or other 
disability of that officer. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 
the second reading of the bill. 
raise salaries, 

_The SPEAKER. The question is, ‘* Shall the 
bill be rejected 7”? 

The bill was rejected; there being, on a division 
— 80, noes 51. 

r. WASHBURNE, of IIlinois, moved to ro- 


I object to 
It proposes to 


That can only be done by | 


I want to speak on the ques- | 











consider the vote by which the bill was rejected; 
and also moved to lay the motion to reconsider 
upon the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


INHUMANITY OF THE ENEMY. 
Mr. KASSON submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which was read, considered, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be 
instructed to inquire and report the facts respecting the 
alleged inhumanity of the enemy in their treatment of our 
dead and wounded soldiers on the battle-field, and of the 
prisoners of war in their hands; and that they report as 


early as possible, with such recommendations for the action | 


of the House as they think necessary. 


CLAIMS OF DECEASED AND DISABLED SOLDIERS. 


Mr. KASSON also submitted the following || 
|| resolution: 


Resolved, That the Committee of Claims be instructed to 
inquire into the causes of the delay at the offices of the 
Paymaster General and of the Second Auditor in the ad- 


justment and payment of the accounts and claims of de- | 


ceased and disabled soldiers, and report what legislation, 


if any, is necessary to facilitate such adjustment and pay- | 
| ment. 


Mr. LOVEJOY. 
lution by striking out ‘* Committee of Claims’”’ 
and inserting ‘‘ Committee on Military Affairs.’’ 

Mr. KASSON, Ithinkthe Committee of Claims 





I move to amend the reso- | 


will have more leisure to investigate the matter, | 


and that we shall have an earlier report from them. 

The SPEAKER. Debate is not in order. 

The amendment was rejected. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I ask that 
the rule may be read which prescribes the duties 
of the Committee of Claims; it will show that they 
have no jurisdiction of this subject whatever. 

The Clerk read the rule, as follows: 


78. It shall hethe duty of the Committee of Claims to | 


take into consideration all such petitions and matters or 


| things touching claims and demands on the United States 
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The SPEAKER. The Chair cannot answer 
that question, not being acquainted with the rule 
in regard to that subject. 

Mr. MALLORY. I submit it asa point for 
the decision of the Chair. 

Mr.GRINNELL. 1 will gratify the gentle- 
man 

The SPEAKER. No debate is in order. 

Mr. COX. Lhope the gentleman from Iowa 
will be allowed to modify his resolution, if he 
desires to do so. , 

Mr.GRINNELL. I will strike out the name 
of Mr. Foote, if that will please the gentleman. 

Mr. COX. lLhope the gentleman wil! be al- 
lowed to amend hisresolution. We do not want 
any recognition of the rebel congress. 

The resolution was agreed to. 





MISSISSIPPI RAPIDS. 
Mr. WILSON submitted the following resolu- 


tion, upon which he demanded the previous ques- 
tion: . 

Resolved, That the Committee on Roads and Canals be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of constructing 
a canal around the rapids in the Mississippi river commen 
cing at Keokuk, Lowa; and that the committee have leave 
to report by bill or otherwise. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. Will the 
gentleman admit an amendment to include the 
upper rapids? 

Mr. HOLMAN. 
lution. 

The SPEAKER. No debate is in order; the 
previous question is demanded. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 


I propose to debate the reso- 


| main question ordered; and, being put, the reso- 


as shall be presented, or shall or may come in question, | 


and be referred to them by the House; and to report their 
Opinion thereupon, together with such propositions tor re 
lief therein as to them shall seem expedient.”’ 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. And now I 
would like to have the resolution again read, in 
the light of that rule. 

The resolution was again read. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks that as 
the resolution, by its very terms, refers to claims 
against the United States, and as the rule author- 
izes everything referring to claims against the 
United States to be referred to the Committee of 


Claims, the resolution is in order; but it is a mat- | 


ter for the House to determine, whether that is 
the proper committee to which to refer it. 
The resolution was then agreed to. 


COMMITTEE ON COINAGE, ETC. 


Mr. KASSON submitted the following resolu- | 


tion; which was referred to the select committee 
on rules: 


Resolved, That an additional standing committee shall be 


appointed at the commencementof the first session of each | 


Congress, whose duties shall continue until the first session | 


of the ensuing Congress, to consist of five members, to be 
entitled the Committee on National and International Coin- 
age, Weights,and Measures; and to that committee shall be 
referred bills, resolutions, and communications to this 
House upon the subjects named in the title of the commit- 
tee. 


PRISONERS IN REBEL HANDS. 
Mr.GRINNELL submitted the following res- 


olution; upon which he demanded the previous 
question: 


Whereas since the breaking out of the rebellion prisoners 
held by the United States have been treated under the rules 


of war with most humane consideration; and whereas on | 


learning that our soldiers held at Richmond were suffering 
unto death for food and clothing by the confession of their 


lution was agreed to. 
RANK OF PROVOST MARSITAL GENERAL. 


Mr. COBB submitted the following resolution, 
upon which he demanded the previous question: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be in 
structed to inquire into the expediency of providing for in 
creasing the rank of the Provost Marshal General of the 
United States. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered. 

The question was taken on the resolution; and 
there were—ayes 58, noes 62. 

Mr. COBB called for tellers. 

Tellers were not ordered. 

Mr. COBB demanded the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. SCOFIELD. As this is a proposition to 
increase the pay of certain ees ask whether 
it is in order to move to amend by including the 
boys who are in the field? 

The SPEAKER. Debate is not in order. 

Mr. J.C. ALLEN. 
lution on the table. 

The question was taken, and the motion was 
agreed to. 


1 move to lay the reso- 


RAILROAD TO NEW YORE. 
Mr. SLOAN offered the following resolution, 
and moved the previous question on its adoption: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Roads and Canals be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of authorizing, 
by act of Congress, the construction of a through line or 


| railway between the cities of Washington and New York; 


captors—in the language of Mr. Foote of the rebel congress, | 


the commissary general having starved the enemy’s prison- 
ers—the friends of the prisoners and the soldiers’ aid socie- 
ties continued to forward food and clothing until forbidden 
by the rebel authorities: Therefore, 

Resolved, That this is a wanton act of cruelty unprece- 
dented in modern warfare, at war with the humane senti- 
ments of the age, and meets the protest and execration of 
this House, and can but consign the authors of such infa- 
mous deeds to the reprobation of the Almighty. 


The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered. 

Mr. COX. Is it in order to move an amend- 
ment to that resolution? 

The SPEAKER. Not at this stage. 

Mr. MALLORY. I rise to a question of order. 
Ig it in order in this House to allude to the lan- 
guage or expressions of gentlemen in the rebel 
congress ? 


and to report by bill or othe; wise at the earliest conven 
lence. 


Mr. HOLMAN. I move that the resolution 
be laid upon the table. 

The House divided; and there were—ayes 60, 
noes 60. 

The Speaker voted in the affirmative, and the 
resolution was laid on the table. 


RESOLUTIONS OF CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE. 


Mr. COLE, of California, presented joint res- 
olutions of the State of California; which were 
ordered to be printed, and referred as indicated 


below: 


Relative to the boundary line. Referred to the 
Committee on Territories. 

Relative to a weckly mail into Tehama county, 
California. Referred to the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads. 

Relative to a weekly mail in Tulare county, 
California. Referred to the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads. 

Relative to Indian supplies and reservations. 
Referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Relative io tax on native wine. Referred to 
the Committee of Ways and Means 
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POST ROUTE IN UTAU, ETC. 


Mr. McBRIDE offered the following resolu- 


eaeal tinue 
tion; which was read, considered, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Koads be directed to inquire into the expediency of 
establishing a post route from Fort Ridgway, Utah Terri 
tory, by way of Bannock City, Idaho Territory, from Au 
burn to Dalles City, in the State of Oregon, and providing 
for the conveyance of mails along the same by daily ser 
vice in four-horse coaches, and to report to this House 
thereon. 


TROOPS IN UTAIL. 
Mr. KINNEY offered the following resolution: 


Whereas the Government is involved in a terrible strug 
gie for its existence, forced upon our great and bitherto 
unpreeedentedly prosperous nation, without cause or just 


ification, by men io armed rebellion against the most en 


lightened and liberal Governmentin the workl, and whereas 
the Government is in need of the services of all the soldiers 
that have been raised since the breaking out of the rebel 
lion; aud whereas a number of companies of Calitornia 


volunteers are now stationed at Camp Douglas, within the 
city limits of Great Salt Lake City, Utah ‘Territory, far re 
moved trom useiulness and the scenes of war: Therefore, 

Resolved, Vhatthe Committee on Military Affairs be in 
structed to inquire into the causes which have led to the 
stationing of u large standing army «mong a peacetul and 
loyal people. e 

The question being on the adoption of the res- 
olution- 

Mr. KINNEY said: I desire to say a word in 
explanation of the resolution, 

The SPEAKER. Debate is not in order. 

Mr. KINNEY called for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered, 

The resolution was not adopted, 

Mr. HOLMAN. [moveto reconsider the vote 
by which the resolution was rejected. 

The motion was not arreed to. 


UNIVERSITY OF WASHINGTON TERRITORY, 
Mr. COLE, of Washington, introduced a bill 


to endow a military professorship in the Univer- 
sity of Washington Territory; which was read a 
first and second time, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. 


AGRICULTURAL COLLEGES. 


Mr. COLE, of Washington, introduced a bill 
toamend an actentitled ** An act donating public 
lunds to the several States and ‘Territories which 
may provide colleges for the benefit of agriculture 
and the mechanic arts,’ approved July 2, — 
which was read a first and second time, and 1 
ferred to the Committee on Publie Lands. 

SALARIES OF TERRITORIAL JUDGES. 

Mr. BENNETT offered the following resolution; 
which was read, considered, aud agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Territories be instructed 
to consider the justice, necessity, and propriety of equal 


izing the salaries of the United States judges in the Terri 


torivs of Coiorado, New Mexico, and Idaho, and to report 
by bill or otherwise. 


ENROLLMENT OF SATLORS. 


Mr. SPAULDING, by unanimous consent, 
introduced a bill explanatory of the act entitled 
“An act for the enrolling and calling out the na- 
tional forces, and for other purposes, 
March 3, 1863. 

The bill directs that the twelfth section of the 
act recited shall be construed to mean sailors as 
weil as soldiers. 


”? approved 


The bill was read a first and second time, and 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 


BUSINESS IN ORDER. 


The call of States and Territories for resolu- 
tious bemg completed, the Speaker announced 
that the business next in order was the consider- 
ation of a resolution offered by Mr. Demine on 
Monday last, in relation to the Congressional 
Dictionary, laid over under the rule. 

BUREAU OF MILITARY JUSTICE, 

Mr. SCHENCK asked leave to introduce a bill 
to create a Bureau of Military Justice. 

Mr. HOLMAN objected. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I move that 
the rules be suspended, and that the House re- 
solve itself into the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union on the President’s annual 
message. 

Mr. COX. 
adjourn. 

Phe motion was agreed to; and thereupon (at 


ten minutes past two o'clock p. m.) the Housc 
adjourned. 


1 move that the House do now 


NGRESSION 


IN SENATE. 
Tuurspay, December 17, 1863. 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Dr. SuNDERLAND. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


Hon. Jacop M. Howarp, from the State of 
Michigan, appeared in his seat to-day. 


IMPUTATION ON A SENATOR. 
Mr. HALE. Mr. President, I rise to a privi- 


leged question. I send to the Chair a newspaper 
with a paragraph marked, which | wish the Sec- 
retary to read. 

The Secretary read, as follows: 

“A Case oF Bripery.—A prominent New England Sen 
a’'or is compromised by evidence going to show that he re 
ceived $3,000 tor his influence ingetting a person outof the 
Old Capitol prison, who had been confined there on acharge 
of detrauding the Government, and for rendering tothe same 
person other services of a similar nature. The affair has 
created the utmost astonishment among those who have 
heard of it. The ditliculty of putting a stop to public plun 
dering is greatly enhanced by the high influences which can 
s0 often be retained for a smal! percentage of the ill-gotten 
gains to sercen the culprits from justice after their fraudu- 
lent practices have been discovered.” 


Mr. HALE. Mr. President, information re- 
ceived from another quarter, from my colleague 
who has very kindly called upon me, has le ft no 
doubt upon my own mind that I am ‘the individ- 
ualalluded toin that paragraph. The crime charged 
is one of avery high character,and | must throw 
myself upon the ‘indulgence of the Senate for a 
few minutes to state the ‘facts, and all the facts that 
I know, and then I shall leave the matter with the 
Senate. Ishall offer a resolution on the subject 
when | have concluded. 

During the last summer I wasealled upon profes- 
sionally to aid in the defense of two individuals 
who were confined in what was called the Old 
Capitol prison on charges of fraud practiced upon 
the War Department, or some portion of it. ‘The 
first was the case of Dr. Bliss, the superintendent 
of the Armory Square hospital. He was a gen- 
tleman with whom I was well ac quaint d,and to 
whom I felt under obligations. [ came on imme- 
diately to Washington, and found how the situa- 
tion of things was. He was confined a prisoner 
in his own house. 
War, and stated to him that I thought he was do- 
ing Dr. Bliss injusuce, and that he ought to be 
liberated, at least so far as to be allowed to go 
about the city. That liberty was given to him, 
and arrangements were made for his trial, which 
took place some three or four weeks afterwards, 
1 do not remember particularly how long. I was 
here at his trial, and stated to the court that I was 
present as the friend and counsel of Dr. Bliss to 
render him whataid | could in the trial which was 
being had. The trial resulted in his honorable 
vequittal, and in the recommendation of the court 
that he be restored to the place from whence he 
was arbitrarily removed, 

Immediately after that | started for my home. 
| think I had been in thiscity some three weeks. 
The fact that I had been in Washington attend- 
ing to this case, and defending Dr. Bliss, was 
known In my own ne ighborhood and to my 
friends. Ast went through Boston, I met a friend 
of mine, with whom I was intimate ly acquainted, 
and who knew the result of the trial which | had 
been attending; and he said to me that there was 


another prisoner in the Old Capitol prison, charged 


in the same manner, and that his friends were very 
desirous that I should undertake his defense. 
There were very large suvis depending upon the 
acquittal conviction of this prisoner, for the 
reason that he had been the agentof a large num- 
ber of steamboats, and the pay that was due to 
the owners of the steamboats was withheld on 


| account of his alleged fraudulent transactions. 


/and among 


They were therefore exceedingly anxious that he 
should have a trial, because they said that when 
a trial was had it would result in his acquittal. 
They offered me,as an inducement to come back 
to Washington ‘and undertake his de fense, the 
sum of $2,000 as a retainer. I told the gentlemen 
that it was a large transaction, and | had some 
doubt about the propriety and delicacy of my un- 
dertaking the duty. I told them, however, that 
1 would postpone that question, and take time to 
deliberate and consult with some friends on whose 
judgme nt I could rely. 

The thing was drop ped there. I went home 
and stated the case to a number of my friends, 
others to a couple « f counselors of 


I called on she Secretary of 


NAL GLOBE. 





| answers in writing—I think they were both 
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the bar of S tafford county, with whom I had | en 
on intimate terms for a great mi my years, I, a 
plained the case to them, and told them the y would 
do me a favor if they would examine thi ‘law a 
the legislation of Congress on the subjec 


then inform me whether or not it would be proj 


| and right for me to undertake this defense. A fier 


waiting a week or two, they furnished me with 


in 
writing—and although neither of them knew that 


the other was consulte ‘d, they gave me substan- 
tially the same answer, with this exception: on 
of them stated that he thought it was not only 
my right, but my duty to undertake it, : 

‘With this advice I went to Boston, saw the 
gentleman who had made the application to m 1e, 
anil told him I was ready to undertake the case, 
He paid and secured to me the amount Stipulated, 
and I came to Washington. While lL was on my 
way to Washington, and after 1 got here, it oc- 
curred to me that it might be an. indelicate busi- 
ness. I knew the exceeding jealousy of the pub- 
lic mind against a member of Congress receiving 
pay for anything. It occurred to me, however, 
that there was a gentleman with whom I was aec- 
quainted, who had a ve ry high social position and 
a high professional position, and a member of the 
bar; and I thought | would go and see him before 
1 entered into it, stating to him the whole case, 
and asking his opinion uponit. That gentleman 
was Hon. Reverpy Jounson, of Maryland. 

I called at Mr. Jonnson’s house and told him 
I wanted to consult him upon a personal matter, 
and I stated this case to him very much as | have 
stated it here. 1 told him that there was a pris- 
oner inthe Old Capitol prison on a charge of fraud- 
ulent practices upon the War Department, that 
L had been applied to to defend him, and that be- 
fore entering upon it | came to him, as a friend 
who was competent to advise and who was con- 
versant with what was proper, to ask him if there 
was any objection to my taking up the case, if 
there was any indelicacy in my doing so growing 


| out of the fact that I held the office of Senator of 


the United States. Mr. Jounson looked at me 
as if he thought | was rather green to ask such a 


| question, and replied with great promptness and 


great emphasis, ‘not the least objection under 
heaven.’? ‘ Well,” said I, “* Mr. Jonnson, that 
accords with my own opinion of what the law is 
and the right is; but ina matter of this kind, | 
want to ask still furthe ‘ry is there anything ve i- 
cate in such an engagement?’ * Not the slichtest 
in the world,’’ said he. He then wenton to vive 


| at some length (not very long) his views of what 
| the rights of counsel were; that they had bee: 


limited by Congress in one particular which he 
thought an unwise restriction, and that was, re- 
straining members of Congress from appearing 
before the Court of Claims; ** but,’’ said he, ‘as 
to this matter you are asking me about, | am doing 
itevery week;”’ | do not know that he did no 
say every day in the week. 

Being thus relieved, and feeling, on the : hor- 
ity that I acted upon, that there “could no longer 
be a question in regard to that subject, | went to 
the Secretary of War, called his attention to tlie 
case, and asked him what the man was accused 
“ for it was not yet known. He told me that 
he had furnished charges against the individual 
to Mr. Brady of New York, who had been re- 
tained as counsel. I told him that ail thi ut Mr. 
Hunt wanted (forthat was the gentleman’s name) 
was a fair trial anda speedy trial, The Secretary y 
said that was what he intended to give lim, aud 
he should have it. I asked him how long it wa 
likely to be before he would have a trial, [Hh 
was notable to say. He stated that he had a 


| number of courts-martial sitting, and his time 


was taken up with them, but he mentioned, I 
think, that there was one particular court be- 
fore whom a man by the name of Belger was 
being tried, and when that trial was conclud d 
he would take up Mr. Hunt’s case. From tus 
conversation, and from the fact that that tra 
was then on,and, I supposed, would soon be hn- 
ished, | concluded the ttme would be from on 
three weeks before this trial would come on. | 
then said to Mr. Stanton, ** | want to mak 
other suggestion to you: do you think that 
ene s of justice require that this man show 
be kept in close jail up to the day he is to be 
on trial? Would not the purposes of jus 


answered equally as well by grving g him a par " 
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that he may go out and prepare himself for trial ?”’ 
Mr. Stant yn said he saw no sort of objection to 
; se; he would consult with the Judge 
\dvocate General, and if there was no exception 
: it should be done; and it was done. I then 
efttown. By the way, I should say that it was | 
done in this way: the prisoner was relieved from 
the Old Capitol prison and sent to New York, || 
and ordered to confine himself to New York, and 
report to the provost marshal, I think once in 
forty-cight hours. 

After [ returned home, I received one or two || 
communications, either direct or indirect—I do 
not remember which now—from Mr. Hunt, that 
he wanted to see me in New York. I went to 
New York to see him, [hada conversation with 
him, and Ltold him what his friends had done, the 
retainer they ‘had given me in his case, with which 
he expressed himself perfectly satisfied, and said 
that he wanted, by all means, that I should stick 
by him to the end. I said to him: ** Mr. Hunt, 
if that is what you want, we had better have a 
perfectly fair understanding about it, and settle 
this thing now instead of hereafter. 1 will hold 
myself ready daring the summer and autumn’’— 
for | had no idea at the time that it would go be- 
youd that—** to attend this trial, for which you 
must pay me $1,000 additional, and if the trial 
does not extend beyond ten days, that shall be a 
full satisfaction of all claims that | have upon you 
for it.”? He said he was pe rfectly satisfied with 
that arrangement, but he had not the money in his 
pocket, but would send me a draftsoon. He sent 
mea draft for $1,000, and I sent back a receipt | 
stating what the money was for, how it was to be 
applied, and how far it was to go; and that is all 
the connection that [ had with him. I had several 
applications through some of his friends to know 

het I told them that 


! 


when the trial would come on. 
I could not tell; that I had done in the case all | 
could to bring itto trial; that when I saw Mr. Stan- 
ton Lasked him repeatedly when the trial would 
come on, and he uniformly gave me the same an- 
swer, thatit would come on assoon as he could get 
it ready. 

These, sir, are the fucts and all the facts there 
are in the case, that lam aware of. If this be 
bribery, or if it be anything inconsistent with 
what is due to my character as a man and a Sen- 
ator, | will say this: it was not done inadvert- | 
ently; L never did anything more deliberately in 
my life; never did anything more cautiously. 
Before I close, L ask the honorable Senator from 
Maryland, who is now present, if his own recol- 
lection of what occurred between himself and me 
is as | have stated it, to be so kind as to give that 
information to the Senate. I offer the following 
resolution: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be in- 
structed to inquire whether Joun P. Hate. a member of 
this body, in connection with the case of one Hunt, charged 
with crime by direction of the War Department, has been 
guilty of any conduct inconsistent with his duties aseu 


ator; and that they have power to send for persons and pa- 
pe rs. 


Mr. JOHNSON. Mr. President, if the hon- 
orable member from New Hampshire had not re- 
quested me to confirm what he has stated, I should 
have deemed it unnecessary. His own word to 
this body, inany matters of fact of which he must 
have personal knowledge, would, | am sure, be 
sufficient to place him right before his brother 
Senators. But as he has called upon me, and the 
charge as against him, or which he supposes to 
be referable to him, has been made public, it is 
proper that I should answer his request. . 

I recollect very distinctly his calling upon me, 
as he states, at my own residence in this city and 
putting to me the question precisely as he has 
stated it. 1 did, perhaps, in words, certainly in 
manner, give him reason to believe that I thought 
he was not as well acquainted with the rights and 
the obligations of his profession as he should be. 
Phe question which he propounded to me was, 
whether his situation as a Senator of the United 
States excluded him from the right of appearing 
as counsel before a military court, either a court- 
martial or a military commission, which, as | 
understood him, was about to be convened for the 
Purpose of trying a person, who had applied to 
him, for an alleged frand upon the Government. 
I at once told him that | could not imagine any 
legal impediment in his way, and [ was just as 
much at aloss to conceive how there could be 
any indelicacy in it. | may be wrong, Mr. Presi- | 






}and what he 


dent, but if I am wrong it by no means follows 









that the Senator from New Hampshire has acted 
wrong in his own opinion. He evidently trusted 
to mine, which confirmed his ortzinal im 


pression, 


ul or 
did afterwards [| have no doubt was 


done in part upon the opinion which | gave him. 


Zut it is due to myself to add a word or two for 


the purpose of showing why it is that the opinion 
| | gave him is in my judgment a correct one, 


The Senators of the United States, by virtue 
of their office, such of them as are physicians and 
lawyers, do not cease to be physicians and law- 
yers; and if they are called upon, after they be- 
come Senators of the United States, to exercise 
their profession, whether it be medical or legal, | 
see no possible objection to their complying with 
the request, unless—and that is an ¢ Xception not 
included in the Senator’s statement to me—unless 
they could not do so without neglecting their pub- 
lic duties. [ did tell him, and L repeat with per- 
fect confidence, that Lhad arightto do what I have 
done and what I shall continue todo until I am 
better advised: that is, from time to time as I was 
called upon by parties who were charged with of- 
fenses to be tried before a military court, I have 
never hesitated to give them the benefit of my ad- 
vice, and of my services; and I havedone it,as 1 
know is common to the profession in all such 
cases where, in justice to themselves it can be 


| done, ina majority of cases withoutany compen- 





stated and as | believed, to pay any compensation. 

The only question, therefore, that could pos- 
sibly arise, as I think, there being no difficulty 
growing out of the relation in which the Senators 
stand to the Government, is whether there is any 
legislation to prohibit it. I know of no legisla- 
tion before the act, I think, of 1853; lam not sure 
that lamrightasto the date oftheact. That act 
was passed for the purpose of prohibiting mem- 
bers of Congress, whether Senators or members 
of the other House, from prosecuting any claim 
upon the Government, either for a compensation 
agreed upon in advance, or, if there was no com- 
pensation agreed upon or paid before, and the 
claim should be liquidated by the Government, 
from receiving any gratuity thereafter. The same 
law which contains that prohibition, a prohibition 
as I think right in itself, as far as that particular 
act is concerned—lI speak from recollection, but 
I cannot be mistaken—excepts cases depending 
before the courts, and leaves to members who may 
be counselors the right to go into any of the courts 
of the United States for the purpose of prosecu- 
ting any pecuniary demand. Although that ex- 
ception does not include cases of a criminal na- 
ture, still cases of a criminal nature are cases in 
which counsel may be employed, because cases 
of that description are not placed within the pro- 
hibition contained in the other part of the law to 
which I have alluded. 

Now, if it be, notwithstanding that law, or 
rather, to speak more correctly, if by virtue of the 
express authority given by that law by the excep- 
tion which takes cases before the courts out of the 
operation of the prohibitory clause, the prohibition 
on the part of members of Congress to go before 


| sation at all, the parties not being able, as they 


the courts professionally was not the purpose of 


the act, it would seem necessarily to follow that 
such counsel have a right to go before any court. 
The practice of the Government now—I am not 
clear as to the question of its legality—is to try 
all these cases before military courts. [ think they 


are mistaken in point of law; but that is their con- 


| viction, and they are acting upon thatconviction, 


Every man who is charged with a fraud upon the 
Government, if he has had a contract with the 
Government, and the fraud is alleged to have been 
committed in the mode in which he has executed 
that contract, is brought before a military tribunal, 
and if a party is convicted, as has sometimes been 
the case, he has been sentenced to imprisonment, 
I believe in one instance for life, during the war 
in a great many cases, in such place as the Secre- 
tary of War may deem proper to designate; and 
the Secretary of War in two or three cases has 
designated the common penitentiary. 

That being the case, Mr. President, in my judg- 


| ment, counsel, who happen to be members of Con- 


gress, have no more right to deny to render their 
services to parties charged before a tribunal of 


| that description with offenses of that description, 


than they would have a right to refuse their a 


sistance to a man who was charged with robbery 
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ordinary courts of justice. 


to the ob 


or murder before the 
I may be mistaken as ization of the pro- 


tession. So deeply ro te 1, however, is the ¢ n- 


viction, the result of a familiarity with the biog 
ra) yofmo of tl emi ent men who have here- 
tofore belonged to the profession, that Iam still 


of opinion that counse | has not only the right but 
is bound to render services in all such cases; that 
if a party is unable to pay him for the labor and 
trouble and loss of time he would have, he is 
bound to render his services gratuitously. 

The resolution was considered by unanimops 
consent, and agreed to. F 


ADJOURNMENT OVER THE HOLIDAYS, 


A message from the House of Representatives 
by Mr. McPuerson, its Clerk, announced that 
the House of Representatives had passed a reso- 
lution that when the House adjourns on Wednes- 
day the 23d instant, it shall be untal Tuesday the 
oth day of January, 1864, provided the Senate con- 
cur therein. 

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED. 

The message also announced that the Speaker 
of the House had signed the enrolled joint reso- 
lution (H. R. No. 1) of thanks to Major General 
UlyssesS. Grant, and the officers and soldiers who 
have fought under his command during this re- 
bellion, and providing that the President of the 
United States shall cause a medal to be struck to 
be presented to General Grant in the name of the 
people of the United States of America; and it was 
signed by the Vice President. 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION, 

The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Sen- 
ate a report of the Secretary of the Treasury, 
transmitting, in answer toa resolution of the Sen- 
ate of March 3, 1863, the reportof' Thomas Brown, 
special agent of the Treasury, in relation to al 
leged abuses inthe custom-house and mintat San 
Francisco; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

COAST SURVEY REPORT. 

The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Sen- 
ate a communication from the Secretary of the 
Treasury, transmitting a report of the Superin- 
tendent of the Coast Survey, showing the prog- 
ress-of that work during the year ending Novem- 
ber 1, 1863, accompanied by an engraved sketch 
illustrating the general progress which has been 
made in the survey of the coast; also, a manu- 
script map of progress, brought up to the same 
date, in conformity with the act of Congress, 


| approved March 3, 1853. 


Mr. FESSENDEN. | cffera resolution with 
regard to prinung thatdocument, which I believe 
is identical with the resolution passed by the Sen- 
ate last year: 

Resolved, That there be printed, of the report of the Coast 
Survey forthe year 1863, twelve hundred extra copies tor 
the use of the Senate, and three thousand for distribution 
by the Superintendent of the Coast Survey. 

The resolution was referred to the Committee 
on Printing. 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS, 


Mr. COWAN presented additional papers in 
the ease of E. F. Wood & Co.; which, in addi- 
tion to the papers already on the files of the Sen- 
ate relating to the claim, were referred to the Com- 
mittee on Claims. 

He also presented the petition of Commander 
John Colhoun, of the United States Navy, pro- 
testing against the action of the late advisory 
board, and praying for relief; which was referred 
to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. SUMNER presented a petition of citizens 
of New York, and a petition of citizens of Michi- 
gan, praying for the repeal of the actof Congress 
commonly ealled the fugitive slave act; which 
were referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. SUMNER. I present also a petition of 
citizens of Vermont, in which they set forth that 
the **Government, in time of war or insurrection, 
may remove whatever 1s dangerous to the public 
safety, or prevents the restoration of peace,’ and 
that they therefore earnestly pray Congress ‘* not 
to spend the energies of the country in merely 
lopping off the branches, but to destroy slavery, 
he root of them all.”’ l ask that that petition tie 
on the table, as there is not as yet 


any committce 
constituted to which it may properly be referred. 
The petition was ordered to hie upon the tal le. 


Mr. JOHNSON L present the petition of 
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William Clark, of Tennessee, who asks of the 


Senate, that the papers in his case which were | 


sent to the Senate by the Court of Claims at a 
former session, be returned to the court. He 
states that there was no report adverse to his 


claim, and no report in favor of the claim, be- | 


cause the judges were divided as to the amount 
they thought he should receive. Under these 
circumstances, | suppose it would be proper that 


the matter should be referred back to the court. | 


The VICE PRESIDENT. 
made if there be no objection. 
none, 


Thatorder will be 
The Chair hears 


NOTICE OF A BILL. 


Mr. RAMSEY gave notice of his intention to 
ask leave to introduce a bill making an appropri- 
ation of the public lands to aid in the construction 


of a railroad from Lake Superior, in the State of 


Minnesota, by the way of St. Paul, to Sioux City 
in the State of lowa. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 
Mr. NESMITH asked, and by unanimous 


consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (8. 
No. 19) for the relief of L. F. Cartee; which was 
read twice by its utle, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands. 

Mr. HARLAN asked, and by unanimous con- 


sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 20) 


for the relief of justices of the Supreme Court of 


the United States in cases therein described; 
which was read twice by its title. 

Mr. JOHNSON. Lask for the reading of the 
bill before it is referred. 

‘The Secretary read the bill. It provides that 
whenever the chief justice or any associate justice 
of the Supreme Court of the United States shall 
have attained the age of seventy years, and shall 
signify to the President of the United States his 
desire, on account of physical infirmity, to retire 
from his office, the President may place his name 
on a retired list of justices of the Supreme Court 
of the United States. A judge thus retired is to 
receive compensation, to be paid in the manner 
now provided for the payment of the salaries of 
justices of the Supreme Court, to the end of his 
natural life, namely: if itshall appear that he has, 
at the date of his retirement, served as chief or 


associate justice fora period notexceeding fifteen | 


years, $4,000 per annum; if for a period greater 
than fifteenand notexceeding twenty years, $4,500 
per annum; if for a period greater than twenty 
and not exceeding twenty-five years, $5,000 per 
annum; if for a period greater than twenty-five 


and notexceeding thirty years, $5,500; and if for | 


a period greater than thirty years, he shall receive 
$6,000 per annum. Itis also provided that when- 


ever a vacancy shall thus occur in the office of the | 


chief justice or associate justice of the Supreme 
Court of the United States, it shall be filled as pro- 


vided by the Constitution and laws of the United | 


Suites in case of a vacancy from other causes. 

The bill was referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

Mr. CHANDLER asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a joint reso- 
lution (S. No. 6) in relation to a grant of land 
heretofore made to the State of Michigan to aid in 
the construction of railroads in that State; which 


was read twice by its title, and referred to the | 


Committee on Public Lands. 
Mr. LANE, of Kansas, asked, and by unani- 


mous consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill | 


(S. No. 21) granting land to the State of Kansas 
to indemnify her citizens for losses; which was 
read twice by its title, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands. 

Mr. SUMNER asked, and by unanimous con- 
sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 22) 
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| eve of departing on a cruise. 


supplementary to **An act to promote the prog- | 


ress of the useful arts;’’ which was read twice by 
its title, and referred to the Committee on Patents 
and the Patent Office. 


BILL RECOMMITTED. 
On motion of Mr. SPRAGUE, it was 


Ordered, That the bill (8. No. 7) to increase the bounty | 


for volunteers and the pay of the Army be recommitted to 
the Commitice on Military Affairs and the Militia. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 


On motion of Mr. HALE, it was 


Ordered, That the petition and other papers of Albert 
Brown, praying for an investigation of the contract made by 
bim with Major Morris 8S. Miller, quartermaster ofthe United 


| ate may take and subscribe it in the office of the Secretary. 


| States Army, for the manufacture and delivery of wagons, 


and that the said contract may be fulfilled on the part of the 
United States, on the files of the Senate, be referred to tie 
Committee on Claime= 

Mr. FOOT. | move that the memorial and 
papers of the Mayor of Washington city, praying 
that certain privileges be granted to the ** Guard- | 
ian Society’’ of the District of Columbia, which 
accompanied Senate bill No. 466 of the last Con- 
gress, be taken from the files of the Senate with the 


| view that they may be placed in the hands of the | 


chairman of the Committee on Public Buildings 


The motion was agreed to. 


| 
of the House of Representatives, at his request. || 


TELEGRAPHIC REPORTS. 


xLOBE. 


Mr. DOOLITTLE submitted the following || 


resolution; which was considered by unanimous 
consent, and agre ed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Printing be instructed 
to inquire as to the best mode of securing accurate synop 
ses of the debates and proceedings of the Senate, to be 
reported by telegraph for the associated press. | 


POST ROAD IN KANSAS. 

Mr. LANE, of Kansas, submitted the following | 

resolution; which was considered by unanimous | 
consent, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Post Offices and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the propriety of estab- 
lishing what is now known as the new military road from | 
Lawrence to Fort Scott as a post road. | 


ADDITIONAL CLERKS. 


> . ° ' 

Mr. WADE submitted the following resolution; 
which was considered by unanimous consent, and 
agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Finance be instructed | 
to inquire whether any additional force of clerks or mes- | 
sengers is needed in the executive office, and to report by 
bill or otherwise. 

ARMORED VESSELS. 


Mr. WADE submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which was considered by unanimous con- 
sent, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be directed to 
communicate to the Senate all official reports and dispatches 
and papers in the Navy Department relating to actions in | 
which any of the armored vessels have been engaged, and | 
especially the report of Captain Worden of the combat of 
the Monitor withthe Merrimac, and the report of Cap- | 
tain John Rodgers of the attack on Fort Darling, together 
with the dispatches of Rear Admiral Goldsborough trans- 
initting them; the reports of Captain Worden and Captain 
Drayton of the two attacks on Fort McAllister on the 
Ogechee, with the dispatches of Rear Admiral Du Pont 
transmitting them to the Department: the reports of Rear 
Admiral Du Pont of the attack of the 7th of April, 1863, on 
the defenses of Charleston harbor, together with the reports | 


of Captain Drayton of the Passaic, Commander Rhind of |! 


the Keokuk, Commander Downes of the Nahant, Captain 
John Rodgers of the Weehawken, Captain Worden of the 
Montauk, Commander Fairfax of the Nantucket, Com- 
mander George W. Rogers of the Catskill, Commodore 
Turner of the New Tronsides, and Commander Ammen of 
the Patapsco, touching their several vessels during that at- 
tack ; and also the reports of any investigations after the 
action into the condition of any of the armored vessels en- 
gaged in it, or respecting the repairs found necessary on 
any of those vessels after the action, made by those officers 
or any of them, or any official statement respecting those 
vessels in connection with the said action, or respecting 
experiments to test the value of rafts for the removal of 
obstructions, made by those officers or any of them, or by 
Engineers Lovering, Robie, or Stimers; and also the report | 
of Captain John Rodgers of the action between the Wee- 
hawken and Atlanta, together with the dispatch of Rear 
Admiral Du Pont transmitting it; and all other official cor- 
respondence with any of those officers in the Navy Depart- 
ment respecting or relating to those actions; and also the 
otlicial report of the sinking of the Weehawken inside the 
bar off Charleston, and the official report of the springinga 
leak of the Sangamon at the Washington navy-yard on the 





OATIL OF OFFICE. 


Mr.SUMNER. I submita resolution propos- 
ing a newrule of the Senate. Task thatit be read 
now and printed; and [ give notice that I shall 
call it up at the next meeting of the Senate. 

The Secretary read; as follows: 

Resolved, That the following be added to the rules of the 
Senate: 

The oath or affirmation prescribed by act of Congress of 
July 2, 1862, to be taken and subseribed before entering upon 
the duties of office, shall be taken and subscribed by every 
Senator in open Senate before entering upon his duties. It 
shall also be taken and subscribed, in the same way, by the 
Secretary of the Senate; but the other officers of the Sen- 


The resolution was ordered to lie on the table, 
and be printed. 


ADJOURNMENT OVER THE HOLIDAYS. 
Mr. FOOT. 





I move that when the Senate ad- | 


journs to-day it be to meet on Monday next. 


Mr. ANTHONY. Ifitis understood that the | 


| home as they are. 


December 17, 


resolution which has passed the House of Rep- 
resentatives for a recess of a fortnight is to |) 
adopted by the Senate, I think we should hardly 
want to adjourn over two days, and 1 therefore 
suggest to the Senator from Vermont that he with- 
draw his motion until we act on that resolution. 

Mr. FOOT. I withdraw the motion. 

The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Sen. 
ate the following resolution passed by the House 
of Representatives on the 16th instant: 

Resolved, (the Senate concurring,) That when this House 
adjourns on Wednesday the 23d instant, it shali be unt; 
‘Tuesday the Sth day of January, 1864. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. I move to strike out **Wed- 
nesday’’ and insert ** Thursday;”’ and to strike 
out ** Tuesday”? and insert ** Monday.” {| am 
disposed to give the adjournment over the week 
embracing the holidays. 


Mr. LANE, of Kansas, 


I hope eastern Sena- 


tors will bear in mind that we of the West cannot 


visit our homes during an adjournment of less 


than two weeks; and we are as anxious to go 


o 
5 


Mr. DOOLITTLE. Iam nearly as far West 
as the honorable Senator, and I do not propose to 
go home at all. 

Mr. LANE, of Kansas. Fortunately for the 
Senator from Wisconsin he has his family with 
him. 

Mr.DOOLITTLE. The gentleman is entirely 


| mistaken as to that. 





| 





| Senate will remain. 


Mr. LANE, of Kansas. I so understood, but 
Istand corrected. His age perhaps precludes his 
having as strong a desire to visit his home as some 
of the rest of us. [Laughter.] Lask, Mr. Presi- 
dent, that the eastern Senators will take us, west 
of the Mississippi, somewhat into consideration 
We voted with them yesterday against the three 
weeks, but we do ask for two weeks. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. Mr. President, at the sug- 
gestion of gentlemen around me, I am willing to 
withdraw the first amendment I suggested to in- 
sert ** Thursday ’’in place of ** Wednesday ,”’ but 
I shall insist on the other, that ‘* Monday” be in- 
serted in place of ** Tuesday”’ as the day of re- 
assembling. 

The amendment was rejected. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. 1 ask for the yeas and 
nays on the adoption of the resolution. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I wish simply to say that 
[ shall vote against this resolution, as | have voted 
invariably against all such propositions. We have 
just come here, away from our families; those of 


| “1: . 
| us who have families certainly have not been ab- 


sent from them fora long while. A very large 
portion of the members will not leave the city, 
and cannot leave the city, in order to go home to 
their families, though they may go to New York, 
or Philadelphia, or around generally. But! wish 


| to notify the Senate, and have them understand, 
that just so much time as you take from this end 
| of the session you must put on to the other end, 


and, in my judgment, it is very much better for 
Congress to sit here now, rather than go into the 
hot weather of the summer. I do not suppose it 
makes any very great difference, so far as the ex- 
pense is concerned. We are paid by a salary, 


| and therefore it cannot make much difference in 


that respect, one way or the other. But I see no 


| reason why Senators or Representatives who live 
| . . 
| near their homes, quite near, should have an ad- 


journment for their accommodation, when a large 
number will be obliged to stay in this city during 
the whole period of time, doing nothing. 1 shall 
therefore vote against the resolution. 

Mr. SHERMAN. If I understand the reso- 
lution as it stands, the effect of it will be simply 
to adjourn the House of Representatives and the 
That ought notto be. My 
own experience has been that anattempt to hold 


| a session either of the Senate or of the House of 


Representatives during the holidays, is an idle 
ceremony. Thoseof us who will stay inthe city, 
as I probably shall, will march up here and then 
march back again ; no business will be done. — I 
doubt whether any business has been done for 
years during the holidays. At the last session of 
Congress, although it was the short session, W® 
adjourned over the holidays, and came back and 
resumed our business promptly and conducted it 
with rapidity. In my judgment, before the ad- 
journment is had, we should pass upon the amenc- 
ment to the law enrolling the national forces. It 








1863. 


js the only important subject that I now know of, 
shat ought to be disposed of before the holidays. 
The 5th of January has been fixed by the execu- 
tive authorities as the day for the draft, and we 
ought to actupon that subject before the adjourn- 
ment. Itseems to me we can do so before Wednes- 








day next, and then adjourn. I believe that it is | 
impossible to retain a quorum of either House | 


during the holidays. I move to amend the resolu- 
tion by striking out all after the word ‘ that,”’ and 


inserting, ‘* when the two Houses of Congress ad- | 
journ on Wednesday the 23d instant, it shall be | 


‘until Tuesday the 5th day of January, 1864.”’ 

Mr. TEN EYCK. Itishardl 
add a word to what has been said on this subject 
of adjournment; but still | desire to say that I 


worth while to 


have never voted foran adjournment of this kind, | 


and in fact | may say | have never moved an 
adjournmentof any kind. I have been impressed 
with the idea that when weare appointed to meet 


by law at this place, we should continue our at- | 


tendance here without regard to any other busi- 
ness, or any extraneous influences. I now add 
my voice to thatof other gentlemen who have op- 
posed this adjournment. If Iwere to consult my 
own personal convenience, I should desire exceed- 
ingly an adjournment for two weeks. 
be to my personal advantage, for it so happens 
that there Is a term of acourt in my own town 
where [ am somewhat extensively engaged in 
professional business; but I am happy to forego 
that, for the purpose of being here in attendance 
on the discharge of my public duties. 
Senators do not meet here, as has been suggested, 


those who are willing to meet can come, and if | 


those who do meet are compelled tocome and go 
away again, it is no fault of theirs; they tender 


themselves ready to discharge the public business. | 


] shall vote against the resolution. 

Mr. GRIMES. It is very true, as stated by 
the Senator from Ohio, that during the holidays 
very little business is transacted by the Senate; 
but my experience and observation during the 
time | have been here—that is not very long, it is 
true—are, that whenever we do not adjourn over, 
at least about half of the Senators and members 
of the House of Representatives remain in the 
city of Washington, and they prepare business 
for the transaction of the two bodies when they 
assemble for business; but when we do absolutely 


adjourn, almost everybody goes away, and when | 


we meet after the expiration of the holidays we 
find our tables and our drawers in just as nude a 
state, se far as relates to the public business and 
what we propose to do in relation to the public 
business, as they were when we came here on the 
first Monday in December. It does not follow, I 
think, that because we are not always able to get 
a quorum, or because we do not actually transact 
much business under the rules of the Senate dur- 
ing the holidays, that the question of adjournment 


may not be of much importance to the country. | 
I think that really the country will be as much | 


benefited by the men who remain, as if there was 
& quorum actually in the Senate, by the prepara- 


tion which those men will make of the public busi- || 


ness to be transacted by the Senate when it reas- 
sembles. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. I think it is premature at 
least to act now on this resolution fixing the day 
of adjournment; action on it ought to be post- 
~ until we see whether the bill amending the 
aw for the enrollment of soldiers in the Army 


will come from the House of Representatives and | 


can be passed into a law; for until that is done I 
am opposed to adjourning at all. I think this 
resolution should be postponed, and therefore | 
move to lay it on the table. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I hope the Senator will 


allow my amendment to prevail, if he has no 
objection. 


Mr. DOOLITTLE. I have no objection to the 


amendment making the resolution apply to both 
Houses. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is 


or the amendment proposed by the Senator from 
10, 


The amendment was agreed to. 


It would | 


If all the | 





Mr. DOOLITTLE. Now I move thatthe res- | 


olution do lie on the table. 
he motion was not agreed to. 


Mr. GRIMES, Letus have a vote on the pas- | 


nage of the resolution, and see what the temper 
of the Senate is. 


Mr. FESSENDEN. Ido notrise to o »pose 
anything; but I merely wish to suggest that if 
the bill referred to by the Senator from Wiscon- 
sin is of as much consequence as he supposes, he 
cannot anticipate, nobody can anticipate what 
opposition may be made to it in the other House; 


| and if that measure is of pressing public import- 








| thing you know you will be without a quorum in 


| the bill which L have mentioned. 


ance, the result may be that by fixing a day of 


adjournment now, which we cannot recall with- | 
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out the consent of the other House, we may lose | 
an important measure In our anxiety to go some- || 


where else to getour Christmas dinner; and I do 


not think that is dealing properly with the busi- | 


ness of the country. 

Mr. SHERMAN. It strikes me that the sug- 
gestion to postpone this matter until at least Tues- 
day, is a wise one. Ido not think we ought to 
take this adjournment over unless we can act upon 
I am told that 
the Committee on Military Affairs, to whom it 
has been referred, will be ready to report it at the 
next meeting of the Senate. ‘There is no doubt, 
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the House of Representatives, and perhaps in this 
body. Now, sir, I do not insist on our refusing 
to adjourn because I expect to keep a quorum in 
either body; but I do not like, in the frst place, 
to be placed in the attitude before the country of 
coming here, and after being in session ten days, 
agreeing to adjourn for two weeks; and then | 
believe that the business of the Senate and of the 
country will be advanced by our refusing to ad- 
journ, even if we cannot keep a quorum here. I 
say again, the plan conceived by the Senator from 
Wisconsin for the purpose of saving his bill, will, 
IL predict, be the very one, if adopted, that will 
prevent the passage of it before the Ist of Jan- 
uary. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. My honorable friend from 
Iowa mistakes me. If the question is voted on 
now, I shall vote against the resolution; [ shall 


| vote with him; bit I foresee, from what tran- 


I think, that there is a majority in both Houses | 


in favor of the adjournment over if that important 
bill can be passed; and I think it would be just as 


well to hold the resolution up until Tuesday. I || and therefore I desire to appeal to the Senate to 


| postpone action on the resolution until Tuesday 


shall vote, therefore, to lay it on the table for the 
present. 

Mr.GRIMES. That question has been taken. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question now 
is on the passage of the resolution. 

Mr.SHERMAN. I move to postpone it until 
Tuesday next. 

Mr. DAVIS. If the Senator from Ohio will 
withdraw his motion, or if an amendment is now 
in order, 1 move to strike out the last day named 
in the resolution, and in lieu thereof to insert, 
‘© Tuesday, the 30th instant.”’ 

Mr. SHERMAN. 1 will state to the Senator 
from Kentucky that if the resolution be post- 


poned until Tuesday next, it will be open to | 
amendment, and he can then submit his propo- | 


sition. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The motion of the 
Senator from Kentucky is not now inorder. The 


question is on the motion of the Senator from | 


Ohio, to postpone the further consideration of the 
resolution until Tuesday next. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. On that motion I ask for 
the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. Mr. President, I judge 
from what transpires in the Senate that probably 


in favor of the passage of this resolution when 


it comes to be acted upon; but, sir, | appeal to the | 


Senate that it will not do to fix the day of adjourn- 
ment now until we see whether we can pass the 





important measure of legislation in reference to | 
the Army, to which allusion has been made. It | 


must be done before we adjourn. I cannot con- 
sent to fix a day which may put us in the power, 
verhaps, of an opposition in the other House, or 
in this House, even, to prevent the passage of 
such a bill. Lappeal tothe Senate to let this res- 
olution be postponed until Tuesday next, which 


in this resolution to adjourn the next day if they 
are determined to do it. I therefore have felt 
called upon to insist upon the yeas and nays. 

Mr. LANE, of Kansas. It requires some prep- 
aration for those who are going so far as | have 
to goin order to reach my home, and to postpone 
action here until Tuesday, if we are to adjourn on 
Wednesday, gives us no time whatever for prep- 
aration. Sicees if the postponement is had, it 
will not be beyond Monday, so that we can have 
one day to spare. 

Mr. GRIMES. It occurs to me that the plan 
proposed by the Senator from Wisconsin is ex- 
actly the plan calculated to defeat the passage of 
the bill he has so much at heart. If he will vote 
with me against the passage of this resolution, and 
let the House of Representatives and the mem- 
bers of this body and the country understand that 
we came here for the transaction of public busi- 
ness, and not to adjourn to attend holiday recre- 


| ations, the members of the two bodies will remain 


here, and we shall be able to pass his bill; but let 


| it be hung up here on your table in abeyance, and 


you will find that at the end of this week many 
of the members of the House, and, perhaps, of 
this body, will go to their homes, and the first 


| persons. 


Spires around me, very strong evidence to my 
mind that if you press this resolution to a direct 
vote now, it will pass. 

Mr. GRIMES. I do not know it. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. I think, from the evi- 


dence I see around me, that itis likely to pass, 


next. Then if the legislation does take place 
which is so much desired, there will not be such 
objection to the adjournment. If it does not take 
place, then I, for one, shall be opposed to the ad- 
Journment. I will nat consent to an adjournment 
until that measure can be acted upon, for the 5th 
day of January, the day named in this resolu- 
tion for Congress to meet again, I believe is the 
very day that the Government have resolved 
upon in relation to the draft, and this legislation 
ought to be done before that time, that prepara- 
tion may be made for it. 

Mr. WILSON. The Government has called 
for three hundred thousand men, and has offered 
bounties of $400 for veterans, and $300 for other 
The money that has already been paid 
to persons who have enlisted under this call has 
come out of the sum of about twelve million dol- 
Jars that was raised from persons who paid the 
commutation when drafted. That sum is ex- 


| hausted; and there are persons already enlisted 


under this call who are entitled to receive their 
bounty, but there is no money to pay them, and 


| we must before we adjourn pass an act to appro- 
| priate a sum of money to pay the bounty. Then, 


|| there are calls for changing the enrollment act; 
there may be a majority of the Senate who are || 


and it is proposed to make afew modifications of 
that act that experience has proved to be neces- 
sary, and it will take a short time to do that. 
Nearly all this business is prepared now, I think, 
and so prepared as to be satisfactory generally, 
but not quite so. I hope, therefore, that we shall 
not fix a time to adjourn, until, atany rate,aday 
or two hence, until we see the condition of affairs; 
for it is certain that whatever we dou in regard to 


| the enrollment act, must be done before the holi- 


| 


days, because, under the call for troops, the 5th of 
January is fixed for drafting. Ihope, therefore, 


\ ! , | that we shall not agree to this adjournment for a 
will allow ample time for the majority to concur || 


day or two yet. I think we can pass these bills 
between now and Monday night. 

Mr. LANE, of Kansas. We on this side of 
the Chamber who favor an adjournment are just 
as anxious to transact the public business as the 
Senator from lowa; we would not postpone public 
business for the purpose of participating in the 
festivities of the holidays; but experience has 


| taught us that no business of a legislative char- 
| acter can be transacted during those days. We 


Oppose the postponement for that reason, know- 


| ing that it will not interfere with the transaction 
| of the public business. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is on 
the motion of the Senator from Ohio, to postpone 
the further consideration of the resolution until 
Tuesday next. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 31, nays 11; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Anthony, Clark, Collamer, Conness, 
Cowan, Dixon, Doolittle, Fessenden, Foot, Foster, Hale, 
Harding, Uarian, Harris, Henderson, Howard, Howe, Jolin 
son, Lane of Indiana, Morgan, Morrill, Nesmith, Pomeroy, 
Ramsey, Sherman, Sumner, Trumbull, Van Winkle, Wade, 
Willey, and Wilson—3l. 

NAYS—Messrs. Buckalew, Davis, Grimes, Hendricks, 


Hicks, Lane of Kansas, Powell, Saulsbury, Ten Eyck, Wil 


kinson, and Wright—l11. 
So the motion was agreed to. 
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CONDITION OF THE FREEDMEN. 
The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Sen- 


ate a me ge from ti President of the United 
States transmitting to Congress a letter addressed 
to his 1 committee representing the Freed- 


nu by 
u’s Aid Socicties in Boston, New York, Phil- 
adelphia, and Cincinnau. The subject is regarded 
by the President as one of great magnitude and 
importance; but noChaving ume to form a mature 
judgment of his own as to the plan they suggest, 
he submits the whole subject to Congress, atten- 
tion to it being most imperatively de manded. 
Mr. SU MNE R. I move that the 
printed, and laid on the table. I make the sug- 
gestion that it seems to me there should be a 
sper ial committee constituted to take into consid- 
eration that whole but | make no such 
prope 
The motion was agreed to. 
ADJOURNMENT TO MONDAY. 


Mr. FOOT. 1 renewthe motion I made a little 
while ago, that when the Senate adjourn to-day, 
it be to meet on Monday next. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Before that question is put, 


message be 


subj: cit 
Siuon. 


I should like to inquire of the chairman of the | 


Committee on Military Affairs whether he will 
have the bill referred to ready to be reported to- 
morrow, 

Mr. WILSON. 
day to make a slight change in it, by adding a 
proposition which came up on another bill, but it 
was thought best to putiton this; and as we could 
do it better in committee than here in the Senate, 
we had it reeommitted. Weean report it back to- 
morrow morning, for we intend to have a meeting 
this afternoon, and our object in meeting is to ex- 
amine that subject. But one Senator can prevent 
its consideration to-morrow. 

Mr. SHERMAN. ‘That will carry it over to 
Saturday. 

Mr. WILSON. I think, myself, we had better 
try to get that bill through this week. The Pay- 
master General has been twice to see me about it, 
and he says they are very badly off. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I would suggest to the 
Senator from Massachusetts that one objection 

would prevent the consideration of the bill on 
Monday, if we adjourn over to Monday. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I trust, therefore, 
Senate will not adjourn over till Monday, but will 
meet to-morrow. It will not take long, probably. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is on 
the motion of the Senator from Vermont. 

The motion was not agreed to. 

Mr. WILSON. I move that the Senate do now 
adjourn, 

The motion 
adjourn d. 


was agreed to; and the Senate 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspay, December 17, 1863. 
The House met at twelve 


o’clock, m 
by the Chaplain, Rev. W 


Prayer 
). H. Cuannine. 


MARYLAND CONTESTED-ELECTION CASE. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House the me- 
morial of John W. Crisfield, protesting against 
the interference of the military forces of the Uni- 
ted States with the clection in the first congres- 
sional district - Maryland, and contesting the 
right of Hon. J. A. J. C reswell to a seat in the 
House as a member thereof from said district, 
with the accompanying documents; which were 
referred to the Committee of Elections. 

COAST SURVEY REPORT. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House the 
annual report of the Superintendent of the Coast 
Sarvey for 1863; which was laid upon the table, 
and ordered to be print d. 

Mr.WASHBURNE, of Illinois, submitted the 
following resolution; which was read, considered, 
and, under the rules, referred to the Committee on 
P; tritisng: 

Resolved, That there be printed five thousand extra copies 
of the annual report of the Superintendent of the Coast 
Survey for 1863; three thousand of which shall be for dis 
tribution by the Superintendent, and two thousand for the 
use of the Llouse. 

DIPLOMATIC APPROPRIATION BILL. 

Mr. STEVENS, from the Committee of Ways 
and Means, reported a bill making appropriations 
for the consular and diplomatic expenses of the 


that the | 


The bill was recommitted to- | 


Government for the yeare slit the 30th of a, 


1865; which was read a first and second time, re- 
ferred to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Uni nN, al faekatell to be printed, 


THANKS TO CAPTAIN RODGERS. 


Mr. — I., of Massachusetts, from the Com- 
mittee on I Nawal Affairs, reported a joint resolu- 
tion tendering the thanks of Congress to Captain 
John Rodgers, of the United States Navy, for 
eminentskilland zeal inthe discharge of his duties; 
which was read a first and second time. 

Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts, demanded the 
previous que stion. 

Mr. COX. If it béin order, | move an amend- 
ment to that joint resolution I move to insert 
the name of David D. Porter, commander of the 
Mississippi squadron, for efficient aid in opening 
the Mississippi river. I think it due toa gallant 
and able officer that it should be done. 

Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts. I insist on the 
call for the previous question, and ask that the 
resolution ie now put on Its passage. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered; 
thereof the 
engrossed and read a third time; 
grossed, it was accordingly read the third time, 
and passed. 

Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts, moved to recon- 


| siderthe vote by which the reaclution was passed; 


and also moved to lay the motion to reconsider 
upon the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 


TUANKS TO GENERAL GRANT. 


Mr. STEELE, of New Jersey, from the Com- 
mittee on Enrolled Bills, reporte “a that they had 
examin . and found truly enrolled joint resolu- 
tion (H. R. No. 1) of thanks to Major General 


and under the operation | 
joint resolution was ordered to be | 
and being en- || 


Ulysses ; Grant, and the officers and soldiers | 


who have fought under his command during this 
rebellion, and providing thatthe President of the 


United States shall cause a medal to be struck, to | 
be presented to Major General Grant in the name | 


of the people of the United States of America; 
when the Speaker signed the same. 


DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENCE. 
Mr. DAVIS, of Maryland, from the Committee 


| on Foreign Affairs, reported the following reso- 


lution; which, under the rules, was referred to 
the Committee on Printing: 

Resolved, 
on the subject of foreign affairs, which accompany the 
President’s annual message, be printed for the use of this 
House. 


ADJOURNMENT OVER. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois, moved that 
when the House adjourns to-day, itadjourn to meet 
on Monday next. 

The mouon was agreed to. 


JUDICIAL DISTRICT IN WEST VIRGINIA. 


Mr. BROWN, of West Virginia, submitted the 
following resolution; which was read, considered, 
and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary inquire 
into the expediency of constituting West Virginia into a 
judicial district, and that they report by bill or otherwise. 

EXPENSES OF IDAIIO TERRITORY. 

Mr. McBRIDE submitted the following reso- 
lution; which was read, considered, and agreed to: 

Whereas no appropriation was made at the last session 
of Congress to pay the expenses of the territorial govern- 
ment of Idaho Territory: Therefore, 

Resolved, That th 
requested to report a bill at an early day providing for the 
same. 

sarc *g an > 
PENSIONS, ETC. 

Mr. WILSON submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which was read, considered, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Invalid Pensions be in 
structed to inquire what Iegistation is necessary to secure 
to the widows and legal representatives of persons who have 
died, or may hereatter die, atter discharge from military 
service, of wounds received or disease contracted in said 
service and in the line of duty, the same pension and 
bounty allowed in other cases, and to report by bill or 
otherwise. 


HOMESTEADS FOR SOLDIERS. 

Mr. WILSON also submitted 
resolution; which was read, 
agreed to: 
Resolved, T 


the following 
considered, and 


at the Committee on Public Lands be in- 


That ten thousand additional copies of papers | 


Committee of Ways and Means be 


structed to inqhire what legislation is necessary to enable | 
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| persons in the military or naval service of the 


| work, 








| eroy, Price, Radford, 


December 17, 


United «J 
States to avail themselves, while engaged in said sery 5 
of the benefits of the homestead act, and to re port by | 4 
or otherwise. 7 


CANAL E 
Mr. PRICE submitted the following resolyti, 
upon which he demanded the previous ques 


NLARGEMENT. 


) 
Whereas, by treaty and stipulations now existing 
Government is prohibited from establishing or maintain 

an armament of any Kind on our northern lak 
whereas a Vast extent of fertile country, and an ini 
and constantly increasing commerce is thus exposed, int 
event of a war with Europe, to invasion and destructioy ; 
and whereas the rapidly increasing surplus agricultura| 
products of the Northwest require an outlet by water tou) 
Aulantic seaboard ; and whereas it is believed that the | 
creased stitnulus which would be given to commerce a) 
agriculture by opening a water communication betwee ti), 
Mississippi river and the East, by the way of the great ja} 
would, by cheapening the costof transportation to and (rou, 
the West and East, so far increase the foreign compe; 
of the country that the import duties on return cargoes 
would far exceed the interest on the cost of the propos 
and provide a sinking fund for its liquidation: | 
view, theretore, of the great necessity which exists, bor 
ina military and commercial point of view, for the co; 
struction of this work, 

Be it therefore resolved, That the Committee on Roads 
and Canals be instructed to inquire into the expediency aya 
necessity of constructing and enlarging such canals as sfiai| 
be necessary to connectthe waters of the Hudson and Mis 
sissippi rivers with the great lakes, and that they be ¢ 
quired to report by bill or otherwise. 


Mr. HOLMAN moved to lay the resolution on 
the table. 
Mr. ANCONA demanded the yeas and nays a 
The yeas and nays were ordere “d. 
The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the negative—yeas 56, nays 95; as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Ancona, Bliss, Broomall, James § 
Brown, Chanler, Cox, Creswell, Dawson, Dennison, Don 
nelly, Edgerton, Eldridge, English, Finek, Hall, Harding, 
Harrington, Holinan, William Johnsou, Kelley, King, Law, 
Lazear, Le Blond, Long, Mallory, MeAllister, McDowe 
McKinney, Middleton, William Hl. Miller, Moor! 
James R. Morris, Amos Myers, Leonard Myers, No 
Charles O'Neill, Jolin O'Neill, Orth, Pendleton, Perry, 
Samuel J. Randall, Rogers, Scofield, Willian G. Steele, 
Stiles, Strouse, Thayer, Tracy, Voorhees, Wadsworth, 
Wheeler, Chilton A. White , Joseph W. White, and Wil 
liams—56. 
NAY=S—Messrs. James C. Allen, Alley, Allison, Ander 
eon, Arnold. Ashley, Baily, Augustus C. Baldwin, Join D 
Baldwin, Beaman, Blaine, Jacob B. Blair, Blow, Buutw: 
Boyd, Brandegee, Brooks, William G. Brown, Ambrose \\ 
Clark, Freeman Clarke, Coffroth, Cole, Thomas T. Davis, 
Dawes, Deming, Dixon, Driggs, Dumont, Eckley, Ed 
Eliot, Farnsworth, Fenton, Frank, Gansou, Garfield, Gri 
nell, Charles M. Harris, Herrick, Higby, Hooper, Hotchkiss, 
Asahel W. Hubbard, John H. Hubbard, Jutian, Kas 
Francis W. Keliogg, Orlando Kellogg, Kernan, Loa 
Lougyear, Lovejoy, Marey, Marvin, McBride, McClurg 
Meludoe, Samucl F. Miller, Morrill, Daniel Morris, Mor 
rison, Nelson, No rton, Odell, Patterson, Perham, Por 
William H.'Randatl, Alex 
Rice, John H. Rice, Robinson, Edward H. Rollins, James 
8. Rollins, Ross, Schenck, Shannon, Sloan, Smith, Smi 
ers, Spaulding, Jolin B. Steele, Stevens, Stuart, Van Valk 
enburgh, Ward, Elihu B. Washburne, William B. Wa 
burn, Wilder, Wilson, Windom, Winfield, Perna 
Wood, and Yeaman—95., 


So the House refused to lay the resolution 


| 


Us 
AUS, 


tinder mT 


| the table. 


The previous question then received a second, 


| and the main question was ordered; and, | 


put, the resolution was agreed to. 

Mr. PRICE moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the resolution was adopted; and also moved 
to lay the motion to reconsider on the table. 

The latter motion was agrecd to. 


PENSIONS TO CHAPLAINS. 
Mr. HUBBARD, of Iowa, submitted the fol- 
lowing resolution, upon which he demanded the 


| previous question: 


| main question or 


Resolved, That the Committee on Invalid Pensions be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of providing b) 
law for the payment to the widows and orphans of chia; 
lains of the Army, who have heretofore died, or may | 
after die in the service, the same pensions as are now p iid 


| 
to the widows and orpians of captains of the Army. 


T ;, : . 
he previous —_. was seconded, and 


ered; and, being put, the reso- 
lution was agreed to. 


RAPIDS OF THE MISSISSIPPI. 

Mr. ALLISON offered the following resolution, 
upon which he demanded the previous question: 

Resolved, ‘That the Committee on Roads and Canals b 
instructed to inquire into the expediency and necessity of 
improving the upper rapids of the Mississippi river by 4 
canal commencing at Davenport, at the fvot ol said rapids, 
with leave to report by bill or otherwise. 

Mr. HOLMAN moved to lay the resolution 
on the table. 

The motion was not agreed to. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 














ie 





1863. 


main question ordered; and under the operation 
ti oreot the resolution was agreed to. 


FRANKING PRIVILEGE TO SOLDIERS. 


vty. GRINNELL submitted the following res- 
upon which he demanded the previous 


ie 1. That the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Re uls be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
ending the postal ws so as to allow the letters of sei 

‘ec in actual service to pass through the mails free of 


The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered; and, being put, the resolu- 
tion was agreed to. 


DEPARTMENT OF MISSOURI. 
Mr. McCLURG offered the following resolu- 


tion: Which was read, considered, and agreed to: 
ed, That the Secretary of War be, and hereby is, 
) furnish, at as early a day as convenient, to the 
report of the commissioners appointed by the 
lent to examine and report the claims of officers and 
n actually employed in the Western department, or de 
tof Missouri, in conformity with the joint resolu 
oved February 16, 1863; and that said report be 


} 
A 


CENSURE OF THE ADMINISTRATION. 
Mr. EDGERTON offered the following resolu- 
tion, aud demanded the previous question on its 
it pulons 


Whereas the proclamations of the President of January 


1, 1863, and December 8, 1863, in relation to emancipation, 
impose conditions of pardon and amnesty to the persons 
who have participated in the existing rebellion, as well as 


tions precedent to the establishment and recognition 
State government in the States to which said proclama- 
tions apply, Which, in the judgment of a large number of 
faithful citizens, have a tendeney to give to the rebeilion 
“the advantage of a changed issuc,’? and “ to reinvigorate 
the otherwise declining insurrection in the South,” and to 
prolong the war; and whereas this House cannot but re 
gard with anxiety the unprecedented and extraordinary 
‘ims and assumption of high prerogative by the President 
in said proclamations, especially in view of the fact that 


the President. in his inaugural address of the 4th day of | 


March, 1861, declared, ** | have no purpose direetly or in- 
directly to interfere with the institution of slavery in the 
Stues where it exists; I believe | have no right to do so, 
aud EL have no inclination to do so: Therefore, 

Resolved, As the judgment of this House, that the main- 
tenance inviolate ofthe constitutional powers of Congress, 
and the rights of the States, and especially the right of each 
Suite to order and control its own domestic institutions ac- 

rding to iis own judgment exclusively, is essential to the 
balance of power on which the perfection and endurance 

four political fabrie of Federal union depends; and we 
denounee, as amoung the gravest of crimes, the invasion or 
vecupation, by armed force, of any State, under the pretext 
for the purpose of coercing the people thereot to modify 

or abrogate any of their laws or domestic institutions that 
cousistent with the Constitution of the United States ; 
and we affirm the prineiple deelared in this resolution to 


be alaw, alike tothe President and the people of the United | 


eiates. 


Mr. GRINNELL. 


I move to lay the resolu- 
tion on the table. 


Mr.COX, OnthatI call for 8 and nays. || 


‘The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the atlirmative—yeas 90, nays 66; as follows: 

YE AS—Messrs. Alley, Allison, Ames, Anderson, Arnold, 


Ashley, John D. Baldwin, Beaman, Blaine, Blow, Bout 
well, Boyd, Brandegee, Broomall, William G. Brown, Am- 


brose W. Clark, Freeman Clarke, Cobb, Cole, Creswell, 
Heury Winter Davis, Thomas T’. Davis, Dawes, Deming, 
Dixon, Driggs, Dumont, Eliot, Farnsworth, Fentou, Frank, 
Garticld, Gooeh, Grinnell, Hate, Higby, Hooper, Hotehkiss, 
Asabel W. Hubbard, Jolm H. Hubbard, Wulburd, Julian, 
Kasson, Kelley, Francis W. Kellogy, Orlando Kellogg, 
Lown, Lougyear, Lovejoy, Marvin, MeBride, McClurg, 
Metndoe, Samucl FP. Miller, Moorhead, Morrill, Daniel 
Morris, Amos Myers, Leouard Myers, Norton, Charles 
(PNeill, Orth, Patterson, Perham, Pike, Pomeroy, Price, 
William H. Randall, Alexander IL. Rice, John H. Rice, 
Edward H. Rollins, Schenck, Scofield, Shannon, Sloan, 
“with, Siuithers, Spaulding, Stevens, Thayer, ‘Iracy, Van 
V Ukeuburgh, Blihu B. Washburne, William B. Washburn, 
W y, Williams, Wilder, Wilson, Windom, and Wood- 
iriige—YO, 

NAYS—Messrs. James C. Allen, Ancona, Augustus C. 
Baldwin, Bliss, Brooks, James 8. Brown, Cox, Cravens, 
Dawson, Dennison, Eden, Edgerton, Eldridge, Finck, Gan- 


Son, Grider, Griswold, Hall, Harding, Harrington, Charles 


M. Harris, Hetrick, Holman, William Jolinson, Kernan, 
sing, Knapp, Law, Lazear, Le Bloud, Long, Mallory, 
arty, McDowell, McKinney, Middleton, William H. 
milter, James R. Morris, Morrison, Nelson, Noble, John 
Ne il, Pendleton, Perry, Radford, Samuel J. Randall, 
Robinson, Rogers, James 3. Rollins, Ross, Scott, John B. 
“tecle, Willian G. Steele, Stiles, Strouse, Stuart, Sweat, 
: vorhees, Wadsworth, Ward, Wheeler, Chilton A. White, 
Joseph W. White, Wiufield, Fernando Wood, and Yea- 


inan—66. 
So the resolution was laid upon the table. 
During the call of the roll, 
Mr. MORRILL stated that his colleague, Mr. 


> 4 . J ° 
Baxrer, was confined to his room by indispo- 
Billion, 
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Mr. BEAMAN stated that his collearue, Mr. 
Upson, was stilldetained at his room by sickness, 

Mr. COFFROTH, not having been within the 
bar when his name was called, asked leave to vote 

Objection Was made. 

The result of the vote was announced as above 
recorded. 

MESSAGE FROM TITE PRESIDENT. 

A message in writing was received from the 
President of the United States, through Mr. Nic- 
OLAY, his Private Secretary. 


ARBLTRARY ARRESTS. 
Mr. ITARRINGTON offered the following res- 


olutions, und demanded the previous question on 
their adoption: 


Whereas the Constitution ofthe United States (article one, 
section nine) provides: ** ‘The privilege of the writ of habeas 
corpus shall not be suspended, unless when in cases of re 


beHion or iuvasion the public safety may require its’? and 
whereas such provision is contained in the portion of the 
Constitution defining legislative powers, and notin the pro- 
visions delining executive powers; and whereas the Consti 

tution (article four of amen rents) further provides: “ The 
right of the people | ecure ju their persons, houses, 
papers, and effects, against unreasonable scarches and seiz 

ures, shall not be violated,’ &e.; and whereas the Tpirty 

Seventh Congress did by act chain to confer upon the Pres 

ident of the United States the power at his willand pleasure 
to suspend the privilege of the writ of habeas ¢ rpus through 

outthe United States, without limitation or conditions 3 and 
whereas the Presidentot the United States, by proclamation, 
has assumed tosuspend such privilegesof the citizen in the 
loyal States; and whereas th >of such States have 
been subjected to arbitrary arrests without process of law, 
and to unreasonable search and seizures, and have been de- 
nied the right to a speedy trial and investigation, and have 
Janguished in prisous at the arbitrary pleasure of the Chiet 
Executive and his military subordinates: Now, therefore, 

Resolved, hy the House of Re} resentatives of the United 
States, That no power is delegated by the Constitution of 
the United States, either to the legislative or executive 
power, to suspend the privileges of the writ of habeas cor 
pus in any State loyal to the Constitution and Government, 
not invaded, and in which the civil and judicial powers are 
in full operation. 

2. Resolved, That Congress has no power under the Con 
stitution to delegate tu the President of the United States 
the afithority to suspend the privilege of the writ of habeas 
corpus, and imprison at his pleasure, without process of 
law or trial, the citizens of the loyal States. 

3. Resolved, That the assumption of the right by the Ex 
ecutive of the United States to deprive the citizens of such 
loyal States of the benefits of the writ of habeas corpus, and 
to imprison them at his pleasure, without process of law, 
is unworthy the progress of the age, is consistent only with 
a despotic power unlimited by constitutional obligations, 
and is wholly subversive of the elementary principles of 
freedom upon which the Government of the United States 
and of the several States is based. 

4. Resolved, That the Judiciary Committee be instructed 
to prepare and report a bill to this House protecting the 
rights of the citizens in the loyal States, in strict accord 
ance with the foregoing provisions of the Constitution of 
the United States. 


Mr. LOVEJOY. 
The SPEAKER. 
Mr. LOVEJOY. 






ye opt 





Mr. Speaker—— 
Debate is not in order. 
I want to state a fact 

The SPEAKER. Debate is not in order. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. Would it be in order to move 
to refer these resolutions to a committee on Bun- 
combe when it shall be appointed? [Laughter. ]} 

The SPEAKER, It would not. 

Mr. FENTON. I move to lay the resolutions 
on the table. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Maryland. .I beg that gentle- 
men will allow us to have a direct vote on the 
resolutionsand reject them, so as to get done with 
this work of laying resolutions on the table. 

Mr. FENTON. I withdraw the motion to lay 
on the table. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question order d. 

Mr. HOLMAN eualled for the yeas and nays 
on the resolutions. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the negative—yeas 67, nays 90; as follows: 

YtAS—Messrs. James C. Allen, William J. Allen, An 
cona, Augustus C. Baldwin, Bliss, Brooks, James 8. Brown, 
Chanler, Coffroth, Cox, Cravens, Dawson, Dennison, 
Eden, Edgerton, Eldridge, English, Finek, Ganson, Grider, 
Hall, Harding, Harrington, Benjamin G. Harris, Herrick, 
Holman, William Johuson, Kernan, King, Kuapp, Law, 
Le Blond, Long, Mallory, Marey, McAllister, McDowell, 
McKinney, Middleton, William H. Miller, James R. Mor- 
ris, Morrison, Nelson, Noble, Odell, John O'Neill, Pen- 
dleton, Perry, Radford, Samuel J. Randall, Robinson, 
Rogers, Koss, Scott, John B. Steele. William G. Steele, 
Stiles, Strouse, Sweat, Voorhees, Wadsworth, Ward, 
Wheeler, Chilton A. White, Josepli W. White, Winfield, 
and Fernanda Wood—67. 

NAYS—Messrs. Alley, Allison, Ames, Arnold, Ashley, 
John D. Baldwin, Benman, Blaine, Blow, Boutwell, Bran 
degee, Broomall, William G. Brown, Ambrose W. Clark, 





|} Freeman Clarke, Clay, Cobb, Cole, Creswell, Henry Winter 


Davis, Thomas ‘I’. Davis, Dawes, Dixon, Donnelly, Driggs, 


7 


15 


Dumont, Eckley, Eliot, Farnsworth, Fenton, Prank, Gar 


field, Gooeh, Grinnell, Hale, Higby, Tlooper, Hotchkiss, 
Asahel W. Llubbard, Johbu H. Hubba Huiburd, Jenckes, 
Julian. Kasson, Kelley. I neis W.K wy. Orlundo Kel 
loge, | im, Longvear, Lovejoy, Marv , McBride, Me 
Ciurg, Melndo Samuel FP. Miller, Moorhea Morrill, 
Dernate Morris, Amos Myers, Leonard Myers, Norton, 
Charles O'Neill, On r Pomeroy, Price, Wil 


un, Pike, 
linte H. Randall, Alex ler HL. Ries, John H. Riee, Baward 
Il. Rollins, Schenck, Scofield, Shannon, Sloan, Smith, 
Smith Spauiding, Stevens, Thayer, Tracy, Van Valk 
Elihu B. Washburne, Willian B. Washburn, 
Whaicy, Williams, Wilder, Wilson, Windom, and Wood 


bridge—90, 


enburgh, 


So the resolutions were rejected, 

During the call of the roll, 

Mr. A. W. CLARK stated that Mr. Littrue- 
Joun was still confined to his room by indisposi- 
tion. 

Mr. PATTERSON, not having been within the 
bar when his name was called, asked leave to vote. 

Objection was made, 

The result of the vote was announced as above 
re cord d. 


BOUNTY LAND. 


Mr. LAW presented a bill granting bounty Jand 
to the officers and soldiers engaged in the military 
service of the United States during the present re- 
bellion; which was read a first and second time, 
and referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

GUARDIASS OF LUNATICS. 

Mr. HOOPER introduced a bill to enable zuard- 
ians and committees of lunatics appointed in the 
several States and other countries to act within 
the District of Columbia; which was read a first 
and second time, and referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 


TRANSPORTATION OF TROOPS, ETC. 
Mr. HOLMAN submitted the following reso- 
lution: 


Resolved, That the Seeretary of War be directed to in 
form the House whether any payments have been made to 
either of the tollowing-named railroad companies, mamely : 
the Ilinois Central Railroad Company, the Burlington and 
Missouri Railroad Company, or the Missis-ippi and Mis 
souri Railroad Company, tor transporting property or troops 
of the United States since the 25th day of February, 1862, 
and if any such payments have been made, the amount 
paid to each company; and also the amount paid to each 
of said companies prior to the above date, and the basis on 
Which said payments have been made; and that he also 
inform the House why payments have been made to said 
companies in disregard of their obligation to transport prop- 
erty and troops of the United States * free of toll or other 
charge Whatsoever.”’ 


Mr. LOVEJOY. 
under the rules. 
Mr. HOLMAN. 


objects. 


That resolution goes over 


It goes over if the gentleman 
I hope that he will not object, as the res- 
olution only asks for information. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. I obtect, 

Mr. HOLMAN. I wi:adraw my resolution. 

RECIPROCITY TREATY. 

Mr. MORRILL submitted the following reso- 
lution; which was read, considered, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed 
to furnish this House with any statistical information rela 
tive to the practical operation of the so-called reciprocity 
treaty with Great Britain which may be in bis possession. 

EXCUSED FROM COMMITTEE SERVICE. 
Mr. ASHLEY. 


Mr. Spe aker, I rise toa priv- 
ileged question, 


I see that lam appointed on the 
select committee on the rebellious States. | am 
already on two of the standing committees of the 
House, and I therefore ask to be excused from 
one of them, for itis not possible for me to serve 
on them aH. Ihave just been speaking to the 
former chairman of the Committee of Claims, and 
he tells me that no man can do justice to claim- 
ants, to himself, and to the Government, unless 
he gives up all his time to the business of that 
committee. Aslam on the select conmittee and 
on the Committee on Territories, Lask that | may 
be excused from service on the Committee or 
Claims. 
It was ordered accordingly. 


PROVISIONAL MILITARY GOVERNMENTS. 


Mr. ASHLEY. [I ask the unanimous consent 
of the House for leave to introduce a bill to pro- 
vide for the establishment of provisional military 
rovernments over the district of country declared 
by the President’s proclamation to be in rebellion 
against the Government of the United States, and 
to authorize the loyal citizens thereof to organize 
State governments, republican in form, and for 
other purposes, 








46. 


Mr. HOLMAN. I call for the reading of the 
bill 


draw my request. 
SUTLIFF AND CASE. 
Mr. SPAULDING introduced a bill for the 


Mr. ASHLEY. If there be objection, I with- | 


relief of Milo Sutliff and Levi H. Case; which | 


was read a first and second time, and referred to 
the Committee of Claims. 
AMENDMENT OF TILE VOLUNTEERS ACT. 

Mr. KELLOGG, of New York, introduced a 
bill to amend the act entitled ‘*An act to author- 
ize the employment of volunteers to aid in the en- 
forcement of the laws and to protect public prop- 
erty,’ approved July 22, 1861; which was read 
a first and second time, and reterred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. 

THANKS TO ADMIRAL PORTER. 

Mr. COX introduced a joint resolution, tender- 
ing the thanks of Congress to Admiral Porter; 
which was read a first and second time, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr.STEVENS. I now move thatthe rules be 
suspended, and that the House resolve itself into 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union on one of the appropriation bills. 

On a division, there were—ayes 66, noes 17; no 
quorum voting. 

Mr. MORRILL demanded tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. SLoan and 
Sreee, of New York, were appointed. 

The motion was agreed to, the tellers having 
report d—ayes 55, noes 30. 

So the rules were suspended; and the House 


accordingly resolved itself into the Committee of 


the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Wasu- 
BURNE, Of Illinois, in the chair.) 


PENSION BILL. 


The CHAIRMAN stated that the first business | 


in order was the consideration of the President’s 
annual message. 

Mr.STEVENS. I moveto lay that aside, and 
to take up House bill No. 33. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Has that bill been made a 
special order? 


The CHAIRMAN. 


The Chair understands | 


that it has not been made a special order, and it | 


is therefore open to general debate. 


Mr. Srevens’s motion was agreed to; and the | 


committee accordingly proceeded to the consid- 


eration of bill of the House No. 33, making ap- | 


propriations for the payment of invalid and other | 


pensions of the United States for the year ending 
June 30, 1865. 

The bill was read through, and no amendments 
were proposed, 

Mr. STEVENS then moved that the commit- 
tee rise and report the bill to the House. 

The motion was agreed to. 

So the committee rose, and the Speaker having 


resumed the chair, Mr. Wasnburne, of Illinois, || 


reported that the Committee of the Whole on the 


state of the Union had had the Union generally | 


under consideration, and particularly bill of the 
House No. 33, making appropriations for the 
payment of invahd and other pensions of the Uni- 
ted States for the year ending June 30, 1865, and 


had directed him to report the same to the House | 
without amendment, and with the recommenda- | 


uion that it do pass, 


The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read | 
a third time; and being engrossed, it was accord- | 


ingly read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. STEVENS moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was passed; and also moved to 
lay the motion to reconsider upon the table. 

The iatter motion was agreed to. 

Mr. HOLMAN. lI call for the regular erder 
of business. 

The SPEAKER. The regular order of busi- 
ness 1s the call of States for resolutions. 

VIRGINIA CONTESTED ELECTION, 

Mr. DAWES. [rise to a question of privi- 
lege. 1 present certain papers in the contested- 
election case from the seventh congressional dis- 
trict of Virginia, and move that they be referred 
to the Committee of Elections. 

The motion was agreed to, 


JOHN E. BOULIGNY. 
Mr. STEVENS, by unanimous consent, in- 


| again there will be a quorum. 
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which was read a first and second time by its | 
title, and referred to the Committee on Private 
Land Claims. 
COASTWISE SLAVE TRADE. 
Mr. JULIAN, in pursuance of previous notice, 
introduced a bill to repea] portions of the act of 
Congress, approved March 2, 1807, relative to the 
coastwise slave trade; which was read a first and 
second time by its title, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 
WILLIAM C. WALKER AND OTHERS. | 


Mr. HOLMAN, in pursuance of previous 
notice, introduced a bill for the relief of William 
C. Walker and others; which was read a first 
and second time by its title, and referred to the 
Committee of Claims. 


WAR RESOLUTIONS. 


Mr. SMITH submitted the following resolu- 
tions, upon which he demanded the previous ques- 
tion: 

1. Resolved, That as our country, and the very existence 
of the best Government ever instituted by man, are imper- 
iled by the most causeless and wicked rebellion that the 
world has seen, and believing, as we do, that the only hope 
of savitg this country and preserving this Government is 
by the power of the sword, we are for the most vigorous 
prosecution of the war until the Constitution and laws 
shall be enforced and obeyed in all parts of the United 
States ; and to that end we oppose any armistice, or inter- 
vention, or mediation, or proposition for peace, from any 
quarter, so long as there shall be found a rebel in arms 
against the Government; and we ignore all party names, 
lines, and issues, and recognize but two parties in this war 
—patriots and traitors. 

2. Resolved, That we hold it to be the duty of Congress | 
to puss all necessary bills to supply men and money, and 
the duty of the people to render every aid in their power 
to the constituted authorities of the Government in the | 
crushing out of the rebellion, and in bringing the leaders 
thereof to condign punishment. 

3. Resolved, That our thanks are tendered to our soldiers 
in the field for their gallantry in defending and upholding 
the flag of the Union, and defending the great principles | 
dear to every American patriot. | 


Mr. CRAVENS. 
olutions? 

The SPEAKER. There can be a separate 
vote on their adoption. 

Mr. GRIDER. Is it in order to move that the 
resolutions lie over and be printed? 

The SPEAKER, Itisnot,the gentleman from | 
Kentucky having demanded the previous ques- | 
ution, 


Mr. W.J.ALLEN. Isitin order to amend the 


Cannot we divide the res- 


resolutions? {| 
The SPEAKER. Not unless the previous || 


question be voted down. 

The House divided on the demand for the pre- 
vious question, and there were—ayes 80, noes 6; | 
no quorum voting. 


Mr. STEVENS called for tellers. \| 


Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Co xe, of | 
California, and Buiss, were appointed. 
Mr. MALLORY. I hope the resolutions will | 
be again read, and then I think if the vote be taken 


The resolutions were again read. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I suggest that there be a re- 
count without tellers. 

The SPEAKER. That can be done only by | 
unanimous consent. If there be no objection, the 
Chair will again count the House. 

No objection was made. 

The House again divided; and there were—ayes 
99, noes 12. 

So the previous question was seconded. 

The main question was then ordered. 

Mr. HOLMAN called fora division of the ques- 
tion. 

The SPEAKER stated that the question would 
be on the adoption of the first resolution. 

Mr. LOVEJOY demanded the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The Clerk proceeded to call the roll. 

During the call, 

Mr. MALLORY said: I rise to a point of order. 





| The resolution on which the House is voting is 


troduced a bill for the relief of John E. Bouligny; || 


not the one that is called the first resolution by 
the gentleman who introduced them. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is informed that 
by mistake the second resolution has been re- 


| ported by the Clerk instead of the first. 


Mr. HOLMAN. [raise the point of order that 
the first, though called a resolution, is really in | 
the nature of a preamble, and should be voted on 
last. 





December 17, 


le 





The SPEAKER. It is not, however, a pre- 
amble. It commences with the word * resolved.” 

Mr. HOLMAN. I suppose thatthe vote now 
cun only be set aside by unanimous consent. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair supposes there 
can be no objection to setting aside the roll-call, 

Mr. HOLMAN. I object. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will take the 
responsibility of ordering the roll-call to be sus- 
ee. subject to the ceusure ofthe House if he 

e wrong in doing so. 

The Clerk reported the first resolution. 

Mr. CRAVENS. I move tolay the resolution 
on the table. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 
call for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. CRAVENS. I withdraw the motion to 
lay on the table. 

Mr. ANCONA. I renew it. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 
the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the negative—yeas 60, nays 100; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. James C. Allen, William J. Allen, An- 
cona, Bliss, Brooks, Chanler, Clay, Coffroth, Cox, ¢ ‘ravens, 
Dawson, Dennison, Eden, Edgerton, Eldridge, English, 
Finck, Grider, Hall, Harding, Harrington, Benjamin G. 
Harris, Charles M. Harris, Herrick, William Johnson, Ker- 

| nan, King, Knapp, Law, Le Blond, Long, Mallory, Me- 
Dowell, MeKinuey, Middleton, William H. Miller, James 
R. Morris, Morrison, Nelson, Noble, John O'Neill, Pendle 
ton, Radford, Samuel J. Randall, Robinson, Rogers, James 
8. Rollins, Ross, John B. Steele, Stiles, Strouse, Stuart, 
Sweat, Voorhees, Wadsworth, Wheeler, Chilton A. White, 
Joseph W. White, Winfield, and Fernando Wood—60. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allison, Ames, Arnold, Ashley, Baily, 
Augustus C. Baldwin, John D. Baldwin, Beaman, Blaine, 
Blow, Boutwell, Boyd, Brandegee, Broomall, James 8. 
Brown, William G. Brown, Ambrose W. Clark, Freeman 
Clarke, Cobb, Cole, Creswell, Henry Winter Davis, 'Thom- 
as T. Davis. Dawes, Deming, Dixon, Donnelly, Driggs, 
Dumont, Eckley, Eliot, Farnsworth, Fenton, Frank, Gan- 
son, Garfield, Gooch, Grinnell, Griswold, Hale, Higby, 
Hooper, Hotehkiss, Asahel W. Hubbard, Jobn H. Hubbard, 
Hulburd, Hutebins, Jenckes, Julian, Kasson, Kelley, Fran- 
cis W. Kellogg, Orlando Kellogg, Loan, Lovejoy, Marvin, 
McAllister, McBride, McClurg, McIndoe, Samuel F. Mil 
ler, Moorhead, Morrill, Daniel Morris, Amos Myers, Leon- 

| ard Myers, Norton, Odell, Charles O’Neill, Orth, Patter 
| son, Perham, Pike, Pomeroy, Price, William Hi. Randall, 
Alexander H. Rice, John H. Rice, Edward H. Rollins, 
Schenck, Scofield, Shannon, Sloan, Smith, Smithers, 


On that I 


I call for 


|| Spaulding, Stebbins, Stevens, Thayer, Tracy, Van Vailk- 


enburgh, Ward, Elihu B. Washburne, William B. Wash- 
burn, Whaley, Williams, Wilder, Wilson, Windom, and 
| Woodbridge—100. 


So the House refused to lay the resolution on 
the table. 


During the roll-call, 

Mr. KELLEY stated that Mr. Starr was de- 
tained at home, and had been for some days, by 
serious illness. 

Mr. STILES, (at half past two o’clock, p. m.) 
I move that the House do now adjourn; and on 
that I call for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. — 

The question was taken; and the motion was 
not agreed to. 


The question recurred on the adoption of the 
first resolution. 

The yeas and nays were demanded, and or- 
dered, 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 93, nays 65; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Alley, Allison, Ames, Arnold, Ashley, 
Baily, John D. Baldwin, Beaman, Blaine, Blow, Boutwe'll, 
Boyd, Brandegee, Broomall, Ambrose W. Clark, Cobb, 
Cole, Creswell, Henry Winter Davis, Thomas T. Davis, 
Dawes, Deming, Dixon, Donnelly, Driggs, Dumont, Eck- 
ley, Eliot, Farnsworth, Fenton, Frank, Garfield, Goocl, 
Grinnell, Hale, Highy, Hooper, Hotchkiss, Asahel W. 
Hubbard, John H. Hubbard, Hulburd, Jenckes, Kasson, 
Kelley, Francis W. Kellogg, Orlando Kellogg, Loan, Long- 
year, Lovejoy, Marvin, McAllister, McBride, MeClurg, 
McIndoe, Samuel F. Miller, Moorhead, Morrill, Daniel 
Morris, Amos Myers, Leonard Myers, Norton, Odell, 
Charles O'Neill, Orth, Patterson, Perham, Pike, Pomeroy, 
Price, William H. Randall, Alexander H. Rice, Jolin H. 
Rice, Edward H. Rollins, Schenck, Scofield, Shannon, 
Sloan, Smith, Smithers, Spaulding, Stevens, Thayer, 
Tracy, Van Valkenburgh, Elihu B. Washburne, William 
B. Washburn, Whaley, Williams, Wilder, Wilson, Win- 
dom, Woodbridge, and Yeaman—93. 

NAYS—Messrs. James ©. Allen, William J. Allen, An- 
cona, Augustus C. Baldwin, Bliss, Brooks, Chanler, ‘ off- 
roth, Cox, Cravens, Dawson, Dennison, Eden, Edgerton, 
Eldridge, English, Finck, Ganson, Grider, Griswold, Hall, 
Harding, Benjamin G. Harris, Charles M. Harris, Herrick, 
Hutchins, William Johnson, Kernan, Knapp, Law, Le 
Blond, Long, Mallory,-Marcy, McDowell, McKinney, Mid 
dieton, William H. Miller, James R. Morris, Morrison, 
Nelson, Noble, John ONeill, Pendleton, Perry, Radford, 
| Samuel J. Randall, Robinson, Rogers, James 8. Rollins, 
| Ross, Scott, John B. Steele, William G. Steele _ Stiles, 
Strouse, Stuart, Voorhees, Wadsworth, Ward, Wheeler, 





na 


ob 


of 






1863. 


Chilton A. White, Joseph W. White, Winfield, and Fer- 
' a » Wood—605. ‘ 

So the first resolution was adopted. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. 
| ask for the reading of the rule which requires all 
embers Who are in their seats to vote; and I call 


the attention of the House to the fact that the 


member from Indiana (Mr. Hotman] has not | 


yoted on this resolution. 


The SPEAKER. The rule requires that all | 


members who are in their seats shall vote. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. I ask the Chair to enforce 
the rule. ‘ 
The SPEAKER. The Chair cannot do that. 
it is amatter for the House itself. 


The result of the vole was announcedas above || 


recorde d ° 


yeas and nays. 
" The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 152, nay 1; as follows: 


yEAS—Messrs. Alley, Allison, Ames, Arnold, Ashley, | 


Baily, Augustus C. Baldwin, John D. Baldwin, Beaman, 


Blaine, Bliss, Blow, Boutwell, Boyd, Brandegee, Brooks, 
Broomall, James 8. Brown, William G. Brown, Chanler, | 
Ambrose W. Clark, Freeman Clarke, Clay, Cobb, Coffroth, 
Cole, Cox, Cravens, Creswell, Henry Winter Davis, 
Thomas T’. Davis, Dawes, Dawson, Deming, Dennison, 


Dixen, Donnelly, Driggs, Dumont, Eckley, Edgerton, El- 
dridge, Eliot, English, Farnsworth, Fenton, Finck, Frank, 
Ganson, Garfield, Gooch, Grider, Grinnell, Griswold, Hale, 
Ifall, Harding, Charles M. Harris, Herrick, Higby, Holman, 
Hooper, Hotelikiss, Asahel W. Hubbard, John H. Hub- 


bard, Hulburd, Hutchins, Jenckes, William Johnson, Ju- | 


lian, Kasson, Kelley, Francis W. Kellogg, Orlando Kel- 
logg, Kernan, King, Law, Lazear, Le Blond, Loan, Love- 
joy, Mallory, Marvin, McAllister, McBride, McClurg, Mc- 
ludoe, McKinney, Middleton, Samuel F. Miller, William 
H. Miller, Moorhead, Morrill, Daniel Morris, James R. 
Morris, Morrison, Amos Myers, Leonard Myers, Nelson, 
Noble, Norton, Odell, Charles O’ Neill, John O'Neill, Orth, 
Patterson, Perham, Perry, Pike, Pomeroy, Price, Radford, 
Samuel J. Randall, William H. Randall, Alexander H. Rice, 
John H. Rice, Rogers, Edward H. Rollins, James 8. Rol- 
lins, Scheuck, Scofield, Scott, Shannon, Sloan, Smith, 
Smithers, Spaulding, Stebbins, John B. Steele,William G. 
Steele, Stevens, Strouse, Stuart, Sweat, ‘Thayer, Thomas, 
Tracy, Van Valkenburgh, Wadsworth, Ward, Elihu B. 
Washburne, William B. Washburn, Whatley, Wheeler, 
Josepli W. White, Williams, Wilder, Wilson, Wiudom, 
Wield, Woodbridge, and Yeaman—152, 
NAY—Mr. Benjamin G. Narris—1. 


So the resolution was agreed to. 

During the vote, 

Mr. BLOW, not being within the bar when his 
name was called, asked leave to vote. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois, would not 
object now, but would in all future cases. 

Mr. MORRIS, of Ohio, moved that the reading 
of the names be dispensed with, 

Objection was made. 

The vote was then announced as above recorded. 

The question recurred on the third resolution. 

Mr. HOLMAN demanded the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the aflirmative—yeas 166, nay 1; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. James C. Allen, William J. Allen, Alley, 
Allison, Ames, Ancona, Arnold, Ashley, Baily, Augustus UC. 


Baldwin, John D. Baldwin, Beaman, Blaine, Bliss, Blow, | 
Boutwell, Boyd, Brandegee, Brooks, Broomall, James 8. | 


Brown, William G. Brown, Chanler, Ambrose W. Clark, 
Freeman Clarke, Clay, Cobb, Coffroth, Cole, Cox, Cravens, 
Henry Winter Davis, ‘Thomas ‘I’. Davis, Dawes, Dawson, 
Deming, Dennison, Dixon, Donnelly, Driggs, Dumout, Eck- 
ley, Eden, Edgerton, Eldridge, Eliot, English, Farnsworth, 
Feuton, Finck, Frank, Ganson, Garfield, Gooch, Grider, 
Grinnell, Griswold, Hale, Hall, Harding, Harrington, 
Carles M. Harris, Herrick, Higby, Holman, Hotchkiss, 
Asaliel W. Hubbard, John H. Hubbard, Hulburd, Hutchins, 
Jenckes, William Johnson, Julian, Kasson, Kelley, Francis 
W. Kellogg, Orlando Kellogg, Kernan, King, Kuapp, Law, 
Lazcar, Le Blond, Loan, Long, Longyear, Lovejoy, Mal- 
lory, Marvin, McAllister, McBride, McClurg, McDowell, 


Mcludoe, McKinney, Middleton, Samuel F. Miller, Wil- | 


iiam H. Miller, Moorhead, Morrill, Daniel Morris, James R. 
Morris, Morrison, Amos Myers, Leonard Myers, Nelson, 
Noble, Norton, Odell, Charles O'Neill, John ONeill, Orth, 
Patterson, Pendleton, Perham, Perry, Pike, Pomeroy, Price, 
Radford, Samuel J. Randall, William H. Randall, Alexan- 
der H. Rice, John H. Rice, Robinson, Rogers, Edward H. 
Rollins, James 8. Rollins, Schenck, Scofield, Scott, Shan- 
hon, Sloan, Smith, Smithers, Spaulding, Stebbins, John B. 
Btecle, William G. Steele, Stevens, Stiles, Strouse, Stuart, 
“weat, Thayer, Thomas, Tracy, Van Vaikenburgh, Voor- 
hees, Wadsworth, Ward, Elihu B. Washburne, William B. 
Washburn, Webster, Whaley, Wheeler, Chilton A. White, 
Josep W. White, Williams, Wilder, Wilson, Windom, 
W tufield, Fernando Wood, Woodbridge, and Yeaman—166. 
NAY—Mr. Benjamin G. Harris--l. 


So the resolution was adopted. 


And then, on motion of Mr. COFFROTH, (at 


‘wenty minutes past three o’clock, p. m.,) the 
House adjourned until Monday next. 


. 1} 
I rise to a question of order, | 


| that the Senate will decline to excuse him. 
| all know the importance of that Senator serving 











THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


IN SENATE. 
Fripay, December 18, 1863. 
Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Dr. SonpeRvanp. 
The Secretary, in the absence of the Vice Presi- 


|| dent, called the Senate to order. 
Mr. Secretary, in the absence of 


Mr. HALE. 
the Vice President, I move that Hon. Soromon 
Foot, of Vermont, be chosen President protempore 
of the Senate. 

The Secretary put the motion, and it was agreed 
to; and Mr. Foor took the chair. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


COMMITTEE SERVICE. 
Mr. GRIMES. 


Affairs. 

Mr. ANTHONY. I should like to know why 
the Senator wishes to be excused. I hope the 
Senator will consent to serve where his colleagues 
have placed him. 

Mr. GRIMES. 
sons for desiring to be excused from service on 
that committee; but I apprehend it is enough for 
me to say that I aim on two other committees, one 
of which I know to be a very laborious and diffi- 
cult committee, and of which I have the misfor- 


tune to be chairman—the Committee on the Dis- | 
| trict of Columbia—which, I apprehend, has about 
| aS Many annoyances as any two committees in 


the Senate. Then I had the fortune to be placed 
on another committee, of which you, sir, [Mr. 
Foor in the chair] are chairman. 1 donot know 
how laborious that may be; but the two together 
are quite as much as I think I can attend to. 1 
must, therefore, respectfully beg leave to decline 
serving on the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. ANTHONY. I hope the Senator will 
withdraw his request for the present. 


Mr. HARRIS. 


from lowa will withdraw his request; or, if not, 


on that committee, and for one, I am quite un- 
willing that he should leave the Committee on 
Naval Affairs. 1 really desire that he should not 
now be excused. 


Mr. FOSTER. 


a gentleman who asks to be excused from a com- 
mittee, that it almost amounts to a rule; at least I 


have not known it refused where the Senator has | 
| persisted in requesting to be excused from service 
|; onacommittee, 
| ator from Iowa should persist in asking to be ex- 
| cused, 1 suppose the Senate, exercising towards 


If, therefore, the honorable Sen 


him the courtesy which has been uniformly ex- 
ercised towards other members, will excuse him. 
I sincerely hope, however, that the Senator will 
withdraw his request. 
Senate would ask him to serve, almost as persist- 
ently as he asks to be excused. 
other committees are so arduous as that he can- 
not consistently with his own judgment perform 


his appropriate duties on the Committee on Naval | 
Affairs, I, for one, deem his services on that com- | 
mittee so important that I would cheerfully ex- | 
cuse him from service on some other committee | 


rather than lose his services on that one; for I do 


believe that his services on that committee are im- | 
portant to the interests of the Navy, and there- | 


fore highly important to the best interests of the 
country. 

Mr. CLARK. Mr. President, so much do I 
regard the services of the Senator from Iowa on 
the Committee on Naval Affairs, feeling as I do 


that the country needs his services on that com- | 


mittee, that although it may be the rule of the 
Senate to excuse a man from committee service 
when he desires to be excused, I for one shall vote 
not to excuse him; and I think the Senate will do 
its duty in voting the same way. 

Mr. DAVIS. I shall vote in strict conformity 
to the sentiments so well expressed by the Sen- 
ator from Connecticut. I feel every point that he 
made in his remarks to be strictly and faithfully 
true; and if the honorable Senator from Lowa de- 
sires to be excused from service on the Naval 
Committee, with the highest regard for him per- 


sonally and as a Senator, I shall vote in the | 


affirmative. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 


| at least for the present. 


I ask the Senate to excuse me | 
| from further service on the Committee on Naval | 
‘The question recurred on the second resolution. |, f 
Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois, demanded the | 


I could assign numerous rea- | 


I really hope that the Senator | 


We | 


I suppose the practice has be- | 
| come so well established in the Senate, to excuse 


I am persuaded that the | 


If his labors on | 


Is the Senate 
| ready for the question on excusing the Senator 
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from Iowa from further service on the Committee 
on Naval Affairs? 

The question being put, there were, on a di- 
vision—ayes 21, noes 12; no quorum voting. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I willask for the yeas and 
“oe There is a quorum present, I think. 

“he yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. ANTHONY. I think the best way to 
extricate the Senate from this difficulty is for the 
Senator from lowa to comply with the universal 
wish of his colleagues, and withdraw his request, 
I think his services on 
that committee are important to thecountry; and, 
with grent respect to him, 1 say he has no right 
to refuse to serve. 

Mr. HALE. As I am chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs I do not know but that I 
ought to say a word on the subject, and I shall say 
honestly what I have to say upon it very briefly. 
There is nobody on the committee on whom | have 
uniformly relied with more confidence, orto whom 
I have listened with more respect, than I have to 
the honorable Senator from lowa; and although 
we have not always agreed entirely in every sug- 
gestion that he has made, I know that his services 
have been of very great importance, and I should 
very much regret his loss to that committee. I 
should regret it more at this session than | should 
at any previous time. I think there is at present 
great necessity for vigilance and reform in that 
Depar:ment, and my duty compels me to say that 
1 think the Department is in a somewhat anom- 
alous condition. I know that some of the older 
and best officers of the Navy feel it to be rather a 
singular state of things that the acting and actual 
Secretary, as his friends on this floor have some- 
tir:s called him, should be an officer no higher 
than a passed midshipman. Rear admirals and 
distinguished officers feel that there is an incon- 
gruity in that respect which is unpleasant. It 
produces a state of things which requires a good 
deal of forbearance and judgment on the part of 
the Legislature; and there is nobody in the Senate 
certainly, in whom the Senate have more confi- 
dence on naval matters than they have in the Sen- 
ator from Iowa, and I shall regret his loss very 
much indeed. 

Mr. FOSTER. Hoping that we may arrive 
ata result hereafter which will be more satisfac- 
tory to us than | fear a vote at the present time 
would be, 1 move that the decision of this ques- 
tion be postponed until Tuesday next. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. McDOUGALL. I desire to ask the Sen 
ate to excuse me from service upon the Commit: 
tee on Private Land Claims. It happened to be 
the pleasure of the Senate, on my first introduc: 
tion into the Senate, to place me upon the Com 
mittee on Finance and the Committee on Nava\ 
Affairs. It occurred to me that it was my duty 
to study those things that belonged to finance, so 
far as they could be administered by Congress, 
and to study our interests in connection with our 


| Navy, so far as they could be administered by 


Congress. I am very much pleased with the 
action of the Senate in placing me upon the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Relations at this session; but 
all the studies | have heretofore bestowed on the 
business of the Senate have been misbestowed, 
for Lapplied myself to those subjects appropriated 
to the committees to which I was assigned when 
1 first took my place on this floor. I think ita bad 


| rule to change members from committee to com- 
| mittee; but so far as the Committee on Private 


Land Claims is concerned, it is a matter with 
which Ido not wish to have anything to do, and 
about which I know nothing. I hope the Senate 
will excuse me from serving on that committee. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question 
is on the motion of the Senator from California, 
that he be excused from further service upon the 


| Committee on Private Land Claims of this body. 


The motion was agreed to. 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


Mr. CONNESS. I havea memorial to present 
from the wine-growers of the State of California, 
respectfully asking Congress to make a reduction 
in the tax on native wines, the products of that 
State. | ask that the memorial be referred to the 
Committee on Finance; and as it relates to a sub- 
ject perhaps not generally understood here, 1 hope 
the Senate will order it to be printed. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The memorial 
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will be referred to the Committee on Finance. 
The Senator from California moves that it be 
printed 

Mr. SUMNER. 
vwturall mmittee on Printing. 

Mr. CONNESS. Lam willing it should have 
that reference, 

The PRESIDENT pyro tempore. It does not go 
to the committee, under the rule, without a mo- 
tion; but it is moved that the motion to print the 
memorial be referred to the Committee on Print- 


ne. 


I think that question should 
y go to the C 


‘The motion was agreed to, 

Mr. HOWE presented the petition of J. 3. 
Pettit and others, citizens of Wisconsin, praying 
Congress ** to take such constitutional action, with 
all conventent dispateh, so to amend the Consti- 
tution of the United States as to incorporate a 
rovision prohibiting slavery in all the States and 
Verritories of the United States;’’? which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. GRIMES presented the petition of J. Steb- 
bins and others, citizens of Clayton county, lowa, 
representing that they believe slavery to be the 
cause of all our existing troubles, and praying 
that some action may be taken by which it shall 
be abolished; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 


NOTICE OF A BILL. 


Mr. HOWE gave notice of his intention to ask 
leave to introduce a joint resoluuon for the relief 
if the State of Wisconsin. 


ADJOURNMENT TO MONDAY. 
On motion of Mr. DOOLITTLE, it was 


Ordered, Tiat when the Senate adjourn to-day, it be to 
meet on Monday next. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 
Mr. HARDINGasked, and by unanimous con- 


sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 23) 
granting lands to the State of Oregon to aid in the 
construction of a military road from Eugene City 
to the southern or eastern boundary of said State; 
which was read twice by its title, and referred to 
the Committee on Public Lands. 

He also asked, and by unanimous consent ob- 
tained, leave to intwoduce a bill (S. No, 24) grant- 
mg lands to the State of Oregon to aid in the con- 
struction of a military road from the Dalles of 
Columbia river to a pointat or near the mouth of 
Owyhee river; which was read twice by its title, 
and referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

He also asked, and by upanimous consent ob- 
tained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 25) to au- 
thorize the President to negotiate a treaty with 
the Klamath, Modoc, and other Indian tribes in 
southeastern Oregon; which was read twice by its 
title, and referred to the Committee on Indian 
Affairs. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A message from the Llouse of Representatives 
by Mr. McPuerson, its Clerk, announced that 
the Hlouse had passed the following bil! and joint 
resolution; mi which it requested the concurrence 
of the Senate: 

A bill (No. 33) making appropriations for the 
pape of invalid and other pensions of the 


Jnited States for the year ending the 30th of June, | 


1865; and 

A joint resolution (No. 12) tendering the thanks 
of Congress to Captain John Rodgers of the United 
States Navy, for eminent skilland zeal in the dis- 
charge of his duues. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. WILSON, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs and the Militia, to whom was recommitted 
a bill (S. No. 7) to increase the bounty for volun- 
teers and the pay of the Army, reported it with 
anendments, 

Mr. WILSON. Iam also directed by the same 
committee, to whom was referred a bill (S. No. 18) 
to amend the act entitled “An act for enrolling and 
calling out the national forces, and for other pur- 
poses,’ approved March 3, 1863, to report it back 
to the Senate with several amendments. I beg 
leave to say that among the amendments isa sec- 
tion repealing the $300 commutation clause of the 
act of last March, and in regard to that I have 
very serious doubts. On every other question | 
believe the committee were unanimous. | suppose 
the bill will be printed without a motion. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It will be 
printed under the general rule without a special 
motion. 

Mr. DIXON. Ihave an amendment which I 
wish at a proper time to offer to that bill, and | 
ask that it m ily be printed. 

The proposed amendment was received inform- 


ally, and ordered to be printed. 


Mr. DIXON. I ask for the reading of my | 
proposed amendment, merely for information, as 
itis very brief. 


- ti 
The Secretary read, as follows: 


In section two, line thirty-one, insert: 

7th. All persons recognized as clergymen or religious 
ministers, by the eeclesiastical authority of the denomina 
Hon or communion of which they are members, shal! be 
exempt. | 

Mr. HENDRICKS submitted a_ proposed | 
amendment to the bill, which was ordered to be 
printed. 

HOUSE BILLS REFERRED. 


The following bill and joint resolution from 
the House of Representatives were severally read 


twice by their titles and referred as indicated be- | 


low: 


A bill (No. 33) making appropriations for the | 
ee of invalid and other pensions of the | 


Jnited States for the year ending the 30th of 
June, 1865—to the Committee on Finance. 
A jointresolution (No. 12) tendering the thanks 


of Congress to Captain John Rodgers, of the | 


United States Navy, for eminent skill and zeal 
in the discharge of his diuties—to the Committee 
on Naval Affairs. 

SUPPRESSION OF TITLE RERELLION, 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The first busi- 
ness in order on the Calendar is Senate bill No. 3, 
more effectually to suppress the rebellion. 

Mr. HALE. 
that bill has been printed. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
printed copy before the Chair. 

Mr. HALE. I wish that that bill might lie on 
the table a litde longer. It has been suggested 
that there would probably be a committee ap- 
pointed to whom the kindred subjects relating to 
that in the message would be referred; and if there 
is to be such a committee as ‘hat raised, I should 
prefer to have this bill go to them. If it be the 


There isa 


pleasure of the Senate, therefore, | should prefer | 


to have this bill lie over for the present. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. At the sug- 
gestion of the Senator from New Hampshire, no 
objection being made, the bill will lie on the table 
for the prcsent. 

OATH OF OFFICE. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
will call from the table for consideration the fol- 
lowing resolution, offered by the Senator from 
Massachusetts, [Mr. Sumyer:] 


Resolved, Thatthe following be added to the rules ofthe | 
Senate: “ The oath or affinnation prescribed by act of Con- | 


gress of July 2, 1862, to be taken and subseribed before en- 
tering upon the duties of othee, shall be taken aud sub- 


scribed by every Senator in open Senate, betore entering | 


upon his duties. Jt shall also be taken and subseribed in 
the same way by the Secretary of the Senate 5; but the other 
officers of the Senate may take and subscribe it in the office 
of the Secretary.”’ 

Mr. SAULSBURY. I presume the Senate is 
aware that my colleague is the only person in 
this body who is at present to be affected by the 

| adoption of the proposed rule. I think, sir, that 
he has a right to ask that there shall be a judicial 
decision of this body as to whether the oath pre- 
scribed by the act of Congress is in conformity 
| or not with the Constutution of the United States. 
With the view of having that question solemnly 
| decided by this body, L offer the following as a 
substitute for the resolution before the Senate: 
Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be in- 
structed to inquire whether Senators and Representatives 
in Congress are included within the provisions of the act 
entitled “An act to preseribe an oath of office, and for 
other purposes,” approved July 2, 1862; and whether the 
said act is in accordance or in conflict with the Constitu- 
tion of the United States. 


I do not propose to enter into any discussion of | 


this question now; L simply offer this as a sub- 
stitute for the resolution. [have no doubt in my 
own mind as to the extent to which the act of 
Congress goes. lt was decided by the Senate, 
on a solemn vote, inthe early history of thisGov- 
ernment, that a Senator is nota civil officer under 
|| the Government of the United States; and the act 


: 
I should like to inquire whether 


The Chair | 
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of Congress simply provides that this oath shal] 
be taken by officers in the civilor military sery; 
of the United States. , 

Again, sir, the oath requires that a Senator (if 
it be held to apply to Senators) shall purge him- 
self, that he has not been in the past fuilty of 
certain acts. Justas competent isit forthe Senate 
to require that when a man presents himself here 
with all the constitutional qualifications for a seat 
on this floor, he shall purge himself that he has 
never been guilty of the commission of an assault 
and battery, or any other offense against either 
State or Federal law. 

But as | said, sir, [ will not enter upon the dis- 
cussion of this question now. | propose the sub- 
stitute simply for this purpose: that the Senate 
may formally decide, and decide, too, after the 


|| judgment of the Committee on the Judiciary upon 


that point, whether the act of Congress passed 
July 2, 1862, does include members of the Senate 
and members of the House of Representatives, 
I think that in justice to my colleague and in jus- 
tice togentlemen who may hereafter present them- 
selves as members, it is proper, itis right, that 
there shall be a formal judgment of the Senate 
upon this matter. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Mr. President, the Sen- 
ator from Delaware proposes a substitute for the 
|! rule which is proposed as an additional one, re- 
quiring Senators to take en oath in open Senate 
prescribed by an act of Congress; and he gives two 
reasons for offering ‘hat substitute and moving a 
reference of it to the Committee on the Judiciary, 
The first is that he desires a judicial decision by 

the Senate of the United States as.to the consti- 
|| tutionality of the law which requires this oath to 
|| be administered. I do not know, sir, that another 
| decision upon that subject will be any more sat- 

isfactory than the one which has already been 
\| made. The law referred to could not have been 
| enacted without the sanction of this body; and 
when that law was under consideration, it was 
objected to as being unconstitutional. It was 
argued in the Senate; that point was presented; 
and the Senate, notwithstanding the arguments 
that were presented against the constitationality 
of the proposed law, thought proper to pass the 
') bill. Pie House of Representatives concurring, 
and the President approving the bill, it becanie 
the law of the land. ‘The Senate has decided that 
this law is constitutional, by its passage; and it 
is a novel proceeding, when it becomes the duty 
| of Senators to execute a law of the land, that in 
the first place they are to refer the question whether 
the law is the law of the land or not, to one of the 
committees for consideration. It is as much our 
duty to obey a law, as it is the duty ofany other 
citizen in any portion of the country to do so. 

We have decided that question, sir. It is not 
competent for the Senate of the United States to 
say that an act of Congressis no law. Wemay, 
itis true, so far as this branch of the legislative 
department is concerned, pass a bill to repeal a 
law, but of ourselves we cannot repeal an act of 
Congress. We must have the concurrence of the 
| House of Representatives and the approval of the 
|; Executive. Jt would be a novel, and it seems to 
|| me an unheard of proceeding, to refer this propo- 
|| sition to a committee to determine whether it isa 
law or not. 

Another proposition stated by the Senator from 
Delaware is, that he wants to know whether this 
law embraces Senators and Representatives in 
Congress; and he repeats what has been said sev- 
eral times in the Senate, and I fear will come to 
be taken asa fact, that it has been decided that 
|| Senators and Representatives in Congress are 
| not civil officers. Sir, I] should like to see that de- 
| cision. I should like to know when and where 
| any courtor any legislative body ever decided that 
Senators and Representatives were not civil offi- 
| cers. 1 know of no such decision, and I under- 
| take to say there is no such decision. 1 know it 
| 
| 


| 
} 
| 


| 


| 
} 
| 





has been decided that Senators and Representa- 
tives are not liable to impeachment; that tiey are 
not civil officers in the sense of being liable to an 
impeachment. The is a very obvious reason 
for that. All the parts of the Constitution of the 
|| United States are to be construed together, so as 
| to give effect to all its provisions; and one portion 
| of that Constitution provides for the expulsion of 
| Senators by a two-thirds vote; and inasmuch 4s 
| another mode of depriving a Senator of his seat 
| is provided by the Constitution than that of im- 
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